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PREFACE.

T h e  Colony of Van Diemen’s Land was brought into 

particular notice by the publication of Mr. Wentworth, 

and by that of Lieutenant Jefferys, of the Royal Navy, 

since which another publication has appeared from the 

pen o f Mr. Evans, whose official situation (as Surveyor 

General o f the Colony,) has enabled him to give a more 

correct topographical description of the island, than any 

that has hitherto been published; but, in each of these 

works, there is a scarcity of that so rt, o f information. 

Yvhich every body requires previous to resolving on so 

serious an undertaking as that of emigrating to this distant 

Land of Promise.

T o point out a mode of application for free grants of 

land, in such a clear manner as may be understood by 

the meanest capacity— to enable people in inland town* 

to estimate the expense of the passage, and to advise 

people, generally, in every step that is necessary under all 

the circumstances attending such a long voyage—.is the 

object of this little work, which is respectfully dedicated 

to all persons intending to emigrate,

B Y  T H E  A U T H O R .
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VAN DIEMEN’S LAND,
M ORE PR O PE R L Y  CALLED

TASMANIA,

IS  an  island of nearly  the  same ex te n t as Ireland, situ a ted  

be tw een  th e  3 9 th  and  4 4 th  degrees o f  sou th  la titu d e , an d  

1 4 4 th  and  14!)th degrees o f east lo n g itu d e ; it  is d iv ided 
from  N ew  H o lla n d , o r A u stra lia , by a  s tra it ab o u t 90  
m iles w ide, ca lled  B ass’s S tra it , co n ta in in g  a  ch a in  o f 

sm a ll is lands. .
T h is  is land  has to  b oast of, p e rh ap s , th e  m o s t sa lu ­

b rious an d  congen ia l c lim ate  o f  any  in  th e  know n  w orld , 
fo r au  E u ro p ean  co n stitu tio n  : I t  has b een  a sce rta in ed  by 

th e  th e rm o m e te r to  be s im ila r to  th a t o f  th e  so u th  o f  
F ra n c e  ; th e  g en era l te m p e ra tu re  being  ab o u t 6 0  deg rees 
o f F a h re n h e it, and  th e  ex trem es from  43  to  80  d eg ree s . 

T lie  sp r in g  com m ences early  iu  A u g u st, th e  su m m e r in  

N o v em b er, th e  a u tu m n  in  M arch , an d  th e  w in te r  in  
M a y ; th e  w in te r, there fo re , is riot o f  m ore th a n  th ree  

.m o n th s ’, d u ra tio n , and  the  severest p a r t on ly  s ix  w eeks. 

T h e  face  o f  th e  coun try  exh ib its  a rich  varie ty  o f  s c e n e ry : 

i t  is chiefly  com posed o f  low  slo p in g  h ills , an d  g en tly  u n ­
d u la tin g  valleys ; th e  ridges o f  th e  h ills  a re  w ell w ooded, 

from  w hose su m m its  are  seen  e x ten s iv e  tra c ts  o f  lev e l 

p a s tu re  lan d , very th in ly  . s tu d d ed  w ith  c lu m p s o f  tre e s . 
T h e  lu x u rian ce  o f  th e  g rass  o n  th e se  s lo p in g  h ills  is 

su rp r is in g ; w hile  th e  c in q u efo il and  tre fo il , w ith  w hich  

th e  valleys ab o u n d , in te rm ix ed  w ith  w ild flowers, g ive  a  
b rillian cy  to  th e  scen e  w hich  is tru ly  d e lig h tfu l. T h e  

so il is  a lm ost every w here  rich , an d  th e  p la in s p le n ti-  
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fully w atered w ith  s tream s an d  p o n d s ; th e  w hole fo rm in g  
a p ic tu re  n o t less c ap tiv a tin g  to  th e  eye o f  th e  fa rm er 

th an  to  th a t o f  th e  p a in t e r : in d eed , an y  fa rm er a scen d ­

in g  one o f  th ese  h ills  m u s t acknow ledge , th a t  n o th in g  
can be m ore in v itin g  to  th e  h a n d  o f th e  cu ltiv a to r, th an  

th e  beau tifu l p la in s  o f  r ic h  an d  valuab le  lan d  exposed  

to  h is view ; each , p e rh ap s , o f  5 0 ,0 0 0  acres in  e x t e n t ; 
and  th is is descrip tive  o f th e  g en era l face o f  th e  couu try  

th ro u g h o u t th e  is land .

T o  th e  w estw ard is a  ran g e  o f h ig h  h il ls , ca lled  th e  

W e s te rn  M o u n ta in s , ab o u t S 500  fee t in  h e ig h t, w hich  
term inates a  lu x u r ia n t , p la in  o f  s ix ty  m iles in  length* 

N o rth -w es t o f H o b a r t  T o w n  th e re  is a lake on  th e ir  su m ­

m it, o f  abou t fifty m iles in  c ir c u m fe re n c e ;  i t  abounds 
w ith  a  g rea t varie ty  o f  fish , a n d  is  sup p o sed  to  be th e  

source o f th e  river D e rw en t, and  several o th e rs  th a t  em p ty  
them selves in to  M acq u arie  h a rb o u r and  p o rt D avy .

T o the westward of Launceston, the northern set­
tlement, there is a range of high hills, called the Asbes­
tos mountains, so named from abounding with that 
fo ssil: these, together with Mount Wellington, or Table 
Mount, as it is sometimes called, from its similarity to 
the Table Mountain at the Cape of Good Hope, and Ben 
Lomond, are the only hills deserving o f the name of 
mountains.

It cannot, therefore, be called mountainous, and the 
reader will be better able to judge for himself when he is 
informed, that Lieutenant Jeffreys, of the Royal Navy, 
drove a barouche, four-in -h and , from Hobart Town to 
Launceston, a distance of 125 miles, being nearly the 
whole extent of the island, out of which there was not 
more than twenty miles of what could be termed a road j 
the whole being a level country, consisting of luxuriant 
pasture, with but few trees to impede his progress.



T h is  is land  has num erous po rts , h a rb o u rs , b ay $ ;- jm d s. 

c reek s ; th e  harbou rs  a re  far su p e rio r to  those  o f  th e  co as t-’ 
o f  N ew  H o llan d , P o rt Ja c k so n  excep ted  j the  p rin c ip a l 

o n e s  a re  th e 'f o llo w in g , D e rw e n t H a rb o u r, P o r t  D av y , 
M acq u a rie ’s H a rb o u r, an d  P o r t D a lry rap le .*

D e r w e n t  H a r b o u r  is form ed by th e  R iv e r D e rw e n t ;  

i t  y ie lds to  none, and  p erhaps is superio r to  any  in  th e  
know n w o r ld : i t  is th o u g h t to  be sufficiently  capacious 

to  h o ld  a ll th e  fleets o f  E u r o p e ;—-is com plete ly  sh e lte r ­

e d  from  th e  w inds ;— th e  d e p th  o f  th e  w ater is from  th ree  
to  th ir ty  fa thom s :— an d  it  affords p len ty  o f  w ood, w a te r, 
a n d  p rov isions a t  a  ch eap  ra te .

A d v e n t u r e  B a y ,  on  th e  east side o f  B ru n y  Is lan d , 

affords ab u n d an ce  o f  w ood, w ater, and  craw -fish , w eigh ing  

from  te n  to  tw elve  pou n d s ; there  are  likew ise  n um erous 

b ite s  an d  coves, affording good  an ch o rag e , su ch  as 
G eo rg e ’s R ocks, W a te rh o u se , H u n te r ’s Is la n d , & e. & c.

O v s t e k  B a y  is s i tu a te d  betw een  O y s te r Is lan d  and  th e  
m a i n l a n d ;  the  an ch o rag e  is very good , aud  w ood, w ate r, 

g am e , fishy and  oysters, a re  to  b e  p ro cu red  in  g re a t 

p len ty .

P o r t  D avy is situated in latitude 43 degrees SO m i­
nutes south,, and longitude 146- degrees east. This 
port has a bold entrance, and safe anchorage in any p a r t ; 
three rivers empty themselves into it, and pines are 
found in great plenty, fit for spars.

M a c q u a r i e ’s  H a r b o u r ,  w hich  is in  la titu d e  4 2  d e ­

g rees  so u th , an d  lo n g itu d e  145  d eg rees e a s t, is w ell 
sh e lte re d  a n d  very  sa fe*  th e  d ep th  o f  w ate r is tw elve 

fa th o m s ;. h u t th e re  is a  b a r  a t  th e  en tran ce  w hich  m akes 

i t  d ifficu lt o f  access for vesse ls th a t  draw  m ore  th a n  e ig h t 

fe e t w a te r.

* I t  has been observed that the tides do not rise above four or five feet 
in most o f  the harbours, but that at Port Dalryinple it rises ten feet.
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P o r t  D a l r y m p l e  is fo rm ed  by th e  R iv e r T a m a r : it  

is in  41 degrees so u th  la titu d e , an d  146 degrees e a s t lo n ­
g itude . W o o d , w ater, and  prov isions, a re  to  be p ro ­
cu red  in  g rea t p le n ty ; b u t, from  th e  reefs, su n k en  ro ck s , 

and  shoals, th a t a re  s itua ted  n ea r th e  m o u th  o f  th e  p o rt, 

i t  is dangerous to  e n te r  in  bo is te rous w ea th er.
T h e  R ivers in  th is co un try  a re  n u m ero u s , b u t none th a t 

have been y e t d iscovered  a re  o f  g re a t m ag n itu d e , ex cep t 

th e  D erw en t and  T a m a r  ; th e  o thers  a re , th e  H u o n  

R iver, K angaroo  R iv e r, S u p p ly  R iv e r, C oal R iv e r, th e  

N o rth  E sk  and  S o u th  E s k , F ir s t  an d  S econd  W e s te rn  
R ivers , L ake R iv e r, N ew  ll iv e r ,  R iv e r J o rd a n , th e  B lack  
D o e , and  S h an n o n , th e  tw o  R e lie f  R iv ers , B la c k m a n ^  

R iver, C a ta rac t R iver, th e  G o rd o n , a n d  five o th e rs  n o t 
ye t nam ed, th ree  o f  w hich  flow in to  P o r t D avy .

T h e  R iver D e rw e n t has tw o  m o u th s , occasioned  by 

th e  situa tion  o f B ru n y ’s, o r P i t t ’s Is la n d . T h e t w o e n -  

trances th u s  fo rm ed , are  ca lled  S to rm  B ay , and  D ’E n tr e ­
casteaux’s C h a n n e l ; th e  la t te r  is a  c o n tin u ed  lin e  o f  
harbours for th ir ty -e ig h t m iles , vary ing  from  th re e  to  

e ig h t m iles in  b re a d th , an d  com p le te ly  lan d -lo ck ed . 
S to rm  B ay , th e  o th e r  e n tra n c e  to  th e  D e rw e n t, does n o t 

possess th e  sam e advan tages as D ’E n tre c a s te a u x 's  C h a n ­

nel j it , how ever, leads in to  a n o th e r  good  harb o u r, 

called N o rth  B ay , w h ich  is p artly  la n d - lo c k e d ; it  is very 

capacious, a n d  has e x ce llen t an ch o rag e  from  tw o  to  s ix ­

teen  fa thom s. T h e  R iv e r D e rw e n t itse lf  has th ree  

fa thom s o f w ater, tw en ty  m iles above H o b a r t  T o w n , and  

is, th erefo re , nav igab le  so  fa r  fo r sh ip s o f  la rg e  b u rth en  ; 
b u t i t  has n o t b een  traversed  fu r th e r  th a n  n inety -five  

m ile s . I t  ru n s  n o rth e rly  and  w esterly  from  its- m o u th , 

and  in  its  course fo rm s various ha rb o u rs  a n d  coves, 

affording ex ce llen t sh e lte r  and  safe an ch o rag e . T h e  sc e ­

nery  on th e  banks o f  th is fine riv er is tru ly  b e a u ti fu l ;



lo fty  rocks ris in g  p e rp en d icu la r from  th e  w ate r, rich  
w aving  foliage b lended  w ith  everg reen  groves, lu x u r ia n t 

m eadow s, an d  pastu re  lan d , in te rspersed  w ith  n ea t fa rm ­
houses and  farm s, in  a respec tab le  s ta te  o f  cu ltiv a tio n , 
p re se n t to  th e  eye p ro spec ts a t  once h igh ly  p ic tu resq u e  

and  d e l ig h tfu l ; and  w hen th e  reader considers th a t , in  

th e  m id s t o f  th is  en ch an tin g  scene , sh ips o f  th e  la rg e s t 
b u rth e n  a re  seen  rid in g  a t  an ch o r, o r g lid in g  on th e  

s tream  w ith  sw e llin g  sa ils , he w ill no t accuse th e  a u th o r  
o f  ex ag g e ra tin g , b u t ad m it th a t  th e  D e rw en t holds o u t 

am p le  in d u cem en t to  th e  industrious em ig ran t to  se ttle  

on  its  b an k s .
T h e  T a m a r  is ab o u t e igh ty  m iles in  le n g th , and  ra th e r  

s e rp e n tin e  ; i t  is said  to  b e a r som e re sem b lan ce  to  th e  

E sse x  side o f  th e  river T h a m e s : som e are  o f  op in ion  

th a t i t  is w ider, w hile  o th e rs  affirm  i t  is n o t so  w ide a  
s tre am . I t  is seldom  th a t sh ips o f  m ore th a n  2 0 0  to n s 

go  u p  to  L a u n c e s to n , ow ing  to  th e  in tricacy  o f  th e  n a ­
v ig a tion  ; th e  b an k s a re  diversified w ith  r ic h  level lan d s , 

occasionally  m arsh y , an d  g radua lly  r is in g  h ills , p ro fu se ly  

c lo th ed  w ith  w ood an d  ve rd u re , ■ an d  a b o u n d in g  w ith  

k angaroos an d  o th e r g a m e : th e  soil is r ich  c lay , loam , 
an d  vegetab le  m ould . T h is  river is adm irab ly  ad ap te d  
fo r sh ip -b u ild in g , n o t on ly  from  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  r iv e r 

itse lf , b u t from  th e  q u an tity  an d  q u a lity  o f  th e  m ateria ls  

afforded by th e  su rro u n d in g  co u n try , su c h  as iron , copper, 
coa l, t im b e r , an d  hem p . T h e  iron  ore  in  p a r tic u la r  is 

a s to n ish in g ly  rich ,: hav ing  b e e n  found  to  y ield  70 p e r  

c e n t, o f  p u re  m e ta l;  a n d  w ith in  a  few  m iles o f  L a u n c e s ­
to n , lite ra lly  speaking,- th e re  a re  w hole m o u n ta in s  o f  th is  

o re . T h e  d ifferen t so rts  o f  tim b e r g row ing  on its  banks 
a re  b lack-w ood , a  species o f  oak , very  du rab le  an d  h a rd , 

b u t  by no  m eans d ifficu lt to  w o rk ; s tr in g y -b a rk , iron- 

b ark , red -w ood , b lue  and  red  g u m , p in e  o f  d ifferen t so rts ,

s
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and various other kinds of useful timber. It does not 
require much penetration to foresee that the Tam ar will 
become a river of the first importance in course o f time s 
the tide reaches ten miles up the river, and the producc 
of the farms may be sent down to the town in boats.

The South E sk  and North E sk  rivers fall into the 
Tamar at Launceston ; the source of the latter !s at the 
foot of Ben Lomond; it is about forty miles long, and 
passes through a very fine country o f rich pasture land } 
it is only navigable for barges and boats, for it is but a  
continuation of the Tamar itself. The South E sk  takes 
its rise at Tasman's Peak, from whence it runs westerly 
through the beautiful plains of Norfolk, until it discharges 
itself into the Tamar, with a fall of about forty fe e t:  it is 
somewhat more than seventy miles long.

The Lake River has its source somewhere near the 
Great Lake M ountain: in its course it forms numerous 
lakes, from which it takes its name, and passing through 
Norfolk plains, falls into the South E s k : it is a  beautiful 
stream, abounding with fish and wnter-fowl.

The River Gordon flows into Macquarie Harbour, and 
is supposed to take its rise in the great lake on the W es­
tern Mountains; it is a fine stream o f some m agnitude; 
majestic trees of great height adorn its banks, which con­
sist of rich soil. Amidst the various beauties with which 
nature has embellished this river, the Huon pine shines 
conspicuous; its immense height,’with branches growing 
out first horizontally, and then falling by their own 
weight, has a fine effect; the lower ones are ge­
nerally from thirty to thirty-five feet from the ground, 
and the trunk measures from twelve to fourteen feet in 
circumference. There is another river, not yet named, 
that runs into Macquarie Harbour, said to be not infe­
rior to the Gordon. Nothing can be finer than the coun*
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try through which these rivers flow j indeed, the scenery 
altogether is grand.

The Huon River rises at the foot of Table Mountain, 
or Mount W ellington; it is from two to four miles 
broad, and falls-into D ’Entrecasteaux’s Channel; the 
banks are very fertile, and abound with Huon pine, so 
named after the person who first discovered this river.

The River Jordan has its source in a Lake called L e ­
man’s Lagoon, which is said to be ten miles in circum­
ference. It is not remarkable for any thing in particular, 
excepting that of-passing through a great extent of very 
fine country, and watering the rich and beautiful plains 
o f Jericho, Bagdad, and Jerusalem.

The Coal River rises at the foot of some hills adjoining 
Jerusalem plains, and falls into Pitt Water, an arm of 
the sea, and in its progress thither enriches that highly 
productive country, called Coal River district; and 
another equally fertile tract, called Sweet-water hills. 
The three unnamed rivers that fall into Port Davy 
are little known, and were it not for the singularity of 
their rising in the great lake on the western mountains, 
already alluded to, they would have been omitted alto­
gether. It is not necessary to tire the reader with a de­
scription of the inferior rivers 5 it is sufficient for him to 
know, that they are such as enhance the value of the 
lands through which they flow.

The L a k e s  and P o n d s  are. very numerous: there are, 
however, few that are generally known or named. The 
principal one is the G r e a t  L a k e  on the western moun­
tains ; it is said to exceed fifty miles in circumference, 
and is an astonishing sheet of water j for, besides giving 
rise to six large rivers, it has a constant overflowing of 
its waters, and in wet weather it is really terrific. The 
rivers that are supposed to have their sources in this lake,
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are the two that fall into Macquarie’s H arbour: the three 
that fall into- Port Davy, and the River Derwent; its 
depth of water is unknown, but it abounds with a great 
variety of fish. " ,

Leman’s Lake, or Lagoon, is twenty-five miles from 
Hobart Town f it is ten miles in circumference, en­
compassed by'high hills, and gives rise to the River 
Jordan ; it abounds with a variety of water-fowls, and 
the hills with great quantities of game.

Macquarie’a springs consist of a line of ponds in the 
plains of Jericho, about the same distance from Hobart 
Town as Leman’s Lake. Tin-Dish Holes is a continu­
ation of ponds about thirty-six miles from Hobart Town, 
on the road to Port Dalrymple. The lakes on Salt-Pan 
Plains are seven in number, three of which yield great 
quantities of salt annually 5 the others are fresh water 
lakes of considerable dimensions. Antill Ponds are also 
situated on these plains, nearly at the southern extremity 
of them. The limits of the present work will not admit 
of the enumeration o f all the ponds and lakes hitherto 
discovered s those that have been brought to the notice 
of the reader will suffice to show, that every part of this 
beautiful island abounds with good water, either by means 
of its navigable rivers, or its numerous springs, rivulets, 
lakes, and lagoons. ‘ ■

T o w n s  and V i l l a g e s . —It is, perhaps, necessary to 
point out, in the beginning, that the island is divided, by 
a line drawn from east to west, into two counties, the 
northern one is called Cornwall, and the southern one 
Buckingham.

Hobart Town, the seat of government, is in the county 
of Buckingham, situated on the western bank of the river 
Derwent, on a beautiful plain at the foot o f Table Moun-; 
tain. The town is a mile long and above half a mile broad, 
and through it runs a delightful stream on which four

H& 1 -
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m ills are erected for grinding corn.* T here is at present 

only one square, consisting o f  the public b u ild in gs; but 
the streets are regular, and lined o ff at right angles. In  
Ju ly , 1 8 2 ) ,  the number o f  houses am ounted to 4 3 0 ,  
w hich , in the principal streets, consist o f  a ground-floor, 
first-floor, and attic, and stand at som e distance apart, 
ow ing to  th e  quantity o f garden ground attached to each : 
the soil being a rich loam , fruits and vegetables grow to  
the greatest perfection.

T h e  c h u rc h  is n o t la rge , b u t n ea t, and  m ay be called  

h andsom e. T h e  pub lic  bu ild ings are , th e  g o v ern m en t- 

house , hall o f  ju s tic e ,  gao l, m ilita ry  barracks, g overn ­
m en t s to rehouses , an d  a  fine H o sp ita l, & c .j besides 

th e se , th e r e 1 a re  m any  good houses b e long ing  to  ind iv i­
duals th a t c o n tr ib u te  to  em bellish  th e  tow n, w h ich , by th e  

cen su s o f  1821 , con ta in s  2700,in h ab itan ts .

W ith in  th e  d is tance  o f  a  m ile  are  to  be found  every 

m ateria l requ is ite  fo r b u ild in g , su ch  as lim e -s to n e , f re e ­

sto n e , b r ic k -e a rth ,+  and  tim b er. F ish  and  oysters a re  to  

be  had  in ab u n d an ce .

T w o  m iles and  a h a lf  n o rth -w est o f  H o b a rt T o w n , 
stan d s th e  b eau tifu l v illage o f  N ew  T o w n  ; it  is an  a s ­
sem b lag e  o f  n ea t fa rm -houses, an d  th e  land  a tta ch ed  to  

each is  in  so  h igh a s ta te  o f  cu ltiva tion  as  n o t to  be  s u r ­

passed  in  any  p a rt o f E n g la n d :  a m o n g  th e  p rin c ip a l o f 
th em  a re  th e  farm s o f  M essrs . C ockerill, C o llin s, S m ith , 

L u tte r il l ,  E v a n s , G u n n in g , an d  Jo n e s . M r. W h ite h e a d ’s 
fa rm , a t th is 'p la c e , has never b een  m an u red  fo r th e  th ir ­

te en  years th a t  h e  has c u ltiv a ted  it , an d  y e t th e  average 

p ro d u ce  p e r  a c re , has alw ays b een  tw e n ty -fo u r b u sh e ls  d f  
w h ea t. T h e  w estern  b an k  o f  th is  river is a  co n tin u a tio n  

o f  w ell cu ltiv a ted  farm s as fa r  as th e  falls n ea r N ew  N o r-

•, Corn is ground into flour for Is . 3d. per bushel, or 8lbs. o f wheat, 
which is considered an equivalent.

+ Bricks are sold in Hobart Town for 18s, to 20s. per thousand, and 
lime at Is. 3d. per bushel.



folk. T he settlers from N orfolk  island established them ­

selves here, and their farms are very valuable, not only  

from the richness o f  the so il, but the great ex ten t o f  
pasture-land.

At Ralph’s Bay, on the opposite side of the river, are 
Clarence Plains, where many industrious farmers have 
formed a settlement, and have succeeded far beyond their 
expectations! for they possess In abundance whatever 
nature can give them.

T h ere is  a sm all village opposite to  H obart T ow n , 
called Kangaroo p o in t,*  five m iles from Clarence P la in s; 
it  contains a good inn , and has m any respectable farms 

round it . A bout 5 m iles from th is p lace are the estates 

o f  Colonel G e i ls ; they are supposed to  be the finest in 

the neighbourhood, and are called  G eilston  and R isdon ; 

near these are th e  farms o f  E . A bbot, E sq . th e 'J u d g e  

A dvocate, and M r. M il le r ; the latter, in  1 816 , had b crop 
o f  4 0 0  bushels o f  w heat from ten  acres. It is b u t right, 

however, to inform the reader, that the lan d  had been  
previously used  as stock-yards for cattle  and sheep .

At Herdsman’s cove are the estates o f Doctor Noble, 
Lieutenant Foster, Mr. Beaumont, and E .  Lord, E s q .; 
this place possesses every requisite for farming and 
grazing.

Not far from the cove are situated the rich and beau­
tiful plains of Bagdad and Tea-tree B ru sh ; the former 
are about fourteen, and the latter about seven miles in 
extent. These tracts are particularly fertile, and hold 
out great inducement to settlers; for, exclusive of their 
being thinly covered with timber, they are plentifully * 
watered: in every part the finest grass growing upwards 
of three feet high.

* Between tliis village and Hobart Town a Ferry is eitablislied, by 
■which means the colonists are enabled to cross the B e t went every 
hour punctually as the clock strikes, a t 9d, each person.
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From  the sum m it o f the O ven h ills, the Coal river d is­
trict is seen  in a ll its beauty ; it would be difficult to do 

ju stice  to  this rich and charm ing p la ce; I shall, there­
fore, n ot attem pt to describe it, but sim ply  state, that the  

Coal river flows through the centre o f  about 4 0 ,0 0 0  acres 
o f  th e  finest verdure, bounded on a ll sides by beautiful 
rising ground.

It is here that tw o industrious farmers, o f  the nam e o f  

T roy and Stains, had land given  to them , about the year 

1810 , for their good and exemplary c o n d u c t: they did  

not at the tim e p ossess tw enty sh illings in the w orld; but 
by their own exertions, and the fertility o f  the so il, - they  

soon were enabled  to purchase a cow  and som e sheep , 
and in  1817  their stock  am ounted to 3 0 0  head o f  ca ttle , 
and upwards o f  20 0 0  sheep 1 1 together with 2 0 0  acres 

o f land , in  a fine state o f  cu ltivation . B esides these, 
arc th e  farms o f  D r . L u ttrell, M essrs. W illiam s, Lord, 

U nderw ood, W alkinshaw , Stalker, M urry, L u ttrell, 
H ogan , C ol. D avy , E . Lord, and G eorge W eston  G u n ­
n in g ,*  E sq u ir e s ; in  short, the w hole o f  the C oal river 

district is  equally fertile, a proportion o f  w hich is y e t  u n ­
appropriated.

After passing over a great extent of very fine pasture 
land, the traveller arrives at the Pitt-water district: near 
the Sweet-water hills is the fine estate o f Lieut. Jeffreys, 
of the royal navy, to whose work I  refer the reader for a  
more complete account of Van Diemen’s Island than 
this little work admits of. This gentleman has travelled 
over the whole of the island, and lias made many valuable 

' discoveries; indeed, the public at large are much in­
debted to him for his zeal, exertions, and information, 
respecting this interesting country. I  believe I  may add,

* George Weston Gunning, E»q. is  magistrate of this d istric t; be has 
also been successful in cultivating bops, of whicli be has now a  very 
fine garden of some extent.



12

that he was tlie first person that planted a vineyard on 
the island, and which is now in a most flourishing state. 
Near this is Orielton Park, a beautiful place, the pro­
perty of E . Lord, E sq . the principal merchant, and 
largest stock-holder on the island. At Pitt-water there 
are about thirty-five farms, well cultivated; this place is 
frequently called the granary of Van Diemen’s Island, 
from the quantity of corn grown there, but the fertility 
of the soil throughout the greater part of the island is 
such, that it is difficult to say which portion of it is 
the most productive. Mr. Reardon has a fine estate here, 
and J .  Gordon,* and Thomas Allan Lascelles, Esqrs. 
have very extensive grazing farms. From this place the 
colonist can ship the produce of the land and industry to 
any part of the world, as Pitt-water is capable of ad­
mitting ships of large burthen: it only requires people 
of enterprize to render it a flourishing place, and there 
can be little doubt, but that the period o f its prosperity 
is fast approaching. . . ’ ,

It is not to be supposed that, in a slight sketch like the 
present, a minute description of every inhabited place in 
this luxuriant island can be given ; for where almost every 
part of a country is equally inviting to emigrants, and 
where they are not restricted as to the choice, numerous 
settlements are formed, each person going where his 
fancy or inclination leads him. I  will, therefore, briefly 
mention such places as have been explored on the 
road passing through from Hobart Town to Launceston, 
and proceed with other observations that will interest 
the reader. ■ ... •

The traveller in going from Hobart Town to Launces­

* James Gordon is a  magistrate. H e sends weekly to Hobart 
Town a considerable quantity o f butter, and cures annually several 
tons of bacon.



ton, had better take the following rou te; cross the Der­
went at Roseneath ferry, 10  miles from Hobart Town, 
from thence through the fertile plains of Bagdad to Stony- 
hut valley, at the back of which lies Cress marsh, a fine 
country; the next place is Fourteen-tree plain, which con­
sists of a rich soil, and then the plains of Jericho, which 
are only thinly covered with timber: the pasturage is 
excellent, and the river Jordan flows through the centre 
of this delightful place. •

The traveller will now arrive at Scantlin’s and York 
plains; this quarter is one of Nature’s master-pieces, 
nothing can exceed it in beauty; it is a perfect para­
dise. Tin-dish-holes is about twelve miles in extent, 
and is only surpassed by Scantlin’s plains in the beauty 
of its scenery. .
■ Salt-pan plains is a very extensive district; this place 
is not only famous for the salt which its lakes produce 
annually, but is said to resemble Salisbury-plain in W ilt­
shire, than which it is much more beautiful and pic­
turesque; the pasturage is extremely rich, and inter­
spersed with fine trefoil and cinquefoil.

Not far from Salt-pan plains is a remarkable sugar- 
loaf hill, called Mount Grimes, from the summit of 
which the eye wanders to the distance of thirty or forty 
miles, over extensive tracts of the richest land, only 
requiring the grass to be burned to prepare it for the im­
mediate reception o f  the plough.

This leads to Macquarie River, which forms the 
Northern extremity of the county of Buckingham.

The county o f  Cornwall now presents itself on crossing 
this river, w hich , taking a North-westerly course, falls 
into the Lake River. W hy it should be called Corn­
wall I am at a loss to guess, for it surpasses the beautiful 
Buckingham in soil and productions; the land also lays

13
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much lower, And is better watered. Proceeding further 
an through' Argyle plains, Ant-hill plains, and Mack- 
laine’s plains, the traveller will arrive at Elizabeth River, 
(which runs due West, and falls into Macquarie River,) 
and passing further on through Macquarie plains is a 
place called. Epping Forest, from its being pretty 
thickly covered with wood, the easternmost end of which 
borders on the South Esk, and extends North-westerly 
to the Lake River. Henrietta plains lay a little further 
North, and with New plains form a fine level fertile 
country.

There are many settlers here; I will mention one in 
particular, Mr. Gibson, an industrious grazier, at whose 
house the traveller may always ensure a friendly recep­
tion and accommodation. Not far from this is a fine 
country, called Forked Springs j there are few, if any, 
ia  the island superior to this place: great quantities of 
cattle and sheep are bred here, of a superior kind, and 
are said to rival any that are sold in London Smithfield- 
market. Some distance from the road are the fine 
Emu plains, occupied chiefly by the government cattle; 
consequently there are but few settlers here. The next 
place is Corra Lin, called so, from a place of the same 
name in Scotland; it is a singularly romantic place, and 
would be a fine subject for the painter; westward of 
the road are Breadalbane plains, whicli are said to sur­
pass York plains in-richness of soil and verdure: from 
this place to Launceston, the road passes through Quam- 
by-plains ; the farms here are numerous, and of a. su»

• peiior kind; the butter is excellent. Mr. Bromley, of 
this place, was the first who attempted to make cheese, 
and very fine it i s ; which in time will, no doubt, form 
a considerable article of export; for no country can be 
more rich and productive, particularly along the banks



of the North Esk, wl^ch is lined with farms for many'' 
miles, giving life to the natural beauties of the place.

-We now arrive at Launceston, situated on a fine plain 
on the banks of the Tamar, and containing about 800 
inhabitants. Ships of 200 tons can come close to the 
town, but not larger; and government are forming 
another settlement, called George Town, lower down 
the river, where vessels of the largest burthen can ride at 
anchor in safety. It is, therefore, admirably adapted for 
all the purposes of trade; being situated in York Cove, 
about four miles from the entrance of Port Dalrymple. 
A fine run of water passes through the site of the town ; 
and, as the banks of the Tamar furnish some of the 
finest timber in the island, together with hemp, flax, iron, 
and copper, George Town has all the requisites for a 
naval arsenal in its immediate neighbourhood.

In April, 1821, Governor Macquarie visited this island, 
and proceeded on an excursion from the Derwent to Port 
Dalrymple, and in his route back from Launceston to 
Hobart Town, from local circumstances, was induced 
to mark out four townships, first, Perth, on the left 
bank of the South Esk, fourteen miles from Laun­
ceston; second, Cambletown, on the north bank of the 
river Elizabeth, twenty-eight miles from P erth ; third, 
Oatlands, an the bank of Jericho Lagoon,, in Westmor­
land Plains, thirty ‘ miles from Cambletown; fourth, 
Brighton, on that part of Bagdad Plains formed by the 
river Jordan and Strath-allan-creek, thirty miles from 
Oatlands, and fifteen miles from Hobart Town; and thus 
forming a regular cljain of communication between the 
two principal towns and ports.*

\v y

• B y  the month o f  Ja n u a ry , 1822, i t  was expected  th a t the bridge 
across M acquarie  river would be com pleted.
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. Mineralogy.—Coal, alum, limestone, slate, asbestos,’ 

and basaltes, are abundant; to which may be added cor­
nelian, crystal, chrysolite, jasper, marble, a variety of 
petrifactions, copper, lead, and, within a few miles of 
Launceston, there are entire mountains of iron ore, that 
yield 70 per cent, of pure metal. Labillardier observed an 
horizontal bed of coal, three feet and a half thick, extend­
ing for a distance of more than 200 fathoms, resting on 
free stone. .

Of the Aborigines o f  the Country it may be expected 
that something should be said ; but they are so very few 
in number, and so timorous, that they need hardly be 
mentioned; two Englishmen with muskets might tra­
verse the whole country in perfect safety, as they are 
unacquainted with the use of fire-arms.* They felt the 
effects of them severely some years ago, perhaps through 
mistake rather than from any intention to do them mis­
chief;—the officer on duty seeing several of them ap-' 
proaching one of the settlements with a green bough, 
(which is commonly the emblem of peace,) but not being 
quite sure of their friendly disposition, discharged a volley 
of grape and canister shot, which killed many, and 
wounded others; since this, few of them have ventured 
to visit any of the British settlers, and they always fly at 
their approach. Their skins are black, their hair woolly, 
and in their features and appearance they resemble the 
Negro ; they mostly go naked, but some of them have a 
kangaroo skin slung over their shoulders; they have no 
houses, and lead a wandering life, depending upon hunt­
ing and fishing for sustenance, and are perpetually at war 
with each other. : , i' ;

The women are sometimes known to, run away from

•\* People now go from H o b art T ow n to L aunceston , unarmed, 
without the least apprehension..
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their husbands, owing to the harshness and tyranny they 
exercise over them,, and attach themselves to the English 
sailors, who are frequently collecting ;seals, (with which 
the coasts of this island abound and, they say they find 
their situation greatly improved by so connecting them­
selves with the sealing gangs, for their native husbands 
made them carry all their lumber, and perform all kinds 
of hard work. They have always proved faithful and 
affectionate to their new husbands, and seem extremely- 
jealous of a rival 5 the children produced by an intercourse 
with the natives and Europeans are handsome, of a light 
copper colour, with rosy cheeks, large black eyes, and 
well-formed limbs. v '

Fish are caught in abundance in all the harbours, 
and the angler will find ample diversion on the bank?of 
the rivers, lakes, and ppnds 5 those most-known are skate, 
mullet, cod, sole, mackerel, whiting, smelt, John Dory, 
oysters, crabs, shrimps, and craw-fish. Most of the bay» 
and harbours abound with right whale. These monsters of 
the oeean, about the month of November, when they are 
on the point of calving, take shelter in these harbours, 
where they remain with their young between two and* 
three months, and the inhabitants of Hobart ToWn have 
frequently witnessed the whole method of killing them, 
from their windows. Seals are also found in such quan­
tities, that the skins (being of that fine silky descrip­
tion so much admired for children’s caps,) are now be­
come a staple article of commerce.

The- Birds are the emu, (a species of ostrich,) black 
swans, pelicans, black ducks, mountain ducks, teal, wid­
geons, coots,‘moor hens, curlews, herons, pigeons, plo­
vers, snipes, quails, and a variety of other birds not 
known in Europe 5 to which may now be added pheasants

C



and partridges, which have been imported by thtf settlers, 
and are slowly bubgradually increasing.
, The principal wild animals are otters, oppossutns 

of various sorts, squirrels, bandy-coots, kangaroos, kan­
garoo rats, an animal of the panther tribe, but very cow­
ardly, and, lastly, that very curious animal called the 
duck-billed platypus : it somewhat resembles the otter ia 
bodily shape, is covered with a thick and soft fur, of a 
dark brown above, and feruginous white beneath; instead 
of a snout,' it has a duck’s bill, and very small eyes, like 
a mole, the legs are short, terminating with a broad web, 
which, on the fore feet, extends to a considerable dis­
tance beyond the claws, but, on the hind feet, reaches 
no further than the roots of the claws ; it digs and bur­
rows in the banks of rivers, and lives on aquatic plants.

The domestic, animals/ were imported by the settlers ; 
the cattle are, for the most part, a cross breed,'between 
the Bengal cow and the English bull 5 the sheep between 
the Teeswater and the M erino; the horse between the 
Arab stallion and English mare : They are beautiful ani­
mals, strong, and usually clean and well made, and com­
monly run from fifteen hands and a half to sixteen 
hands high, and sometirpes they reach seventeen hands. 
A gentleman has been known to ride his mare on a sum -. 
mer’s day, frpm Herdsman’s Cove to Launceston, a dis­
tance of 112 miles, between daylight and dark ! ! Asses, 
goats, pigs, dogs, cats, and rabbits, thrive abundantly, as 
well as poultry of every description j the fowls are par­
ticularly fine and well-grown, being a cro& between the 
Malay and English breed.

Botany.—The trees of the forest, which tire mostly of 
gigantic growth, are not materially different from those of 
New Holland} there is no mahogany, nor rose wood, As 
there is there, but Van Diemen’s Land furnishes good
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substitutes, such as black-wood or hard oak, beef-wood 
or forest oak, cedar, blue and red giitn, stringy bark, 
black wattle, (the bark of which is superior to that of oak,) 
various sorts of pine, and the Huon pine (a species of the 
yew tree) is particularly useful, being soft and easy to 
work ; the wood has a very pleasant spicy smell, which 
has the effect of destroying insects, and renders it imper­
vious to water worms, on which account it is admirably 
adapted for the construction of boats, and is in general use 
for that purpose; for the same reason, it seems Well adapt­
ed for ship-sheathing, chests of drawers, and boxes for the 
preservation of woollens,as it excludes that destructive in­
sect the moth. In appearance, it somewhat resembles the 
common pine both in shape and colour, but the leaf is 
different; it is, however, very lofty; the lowest branches, 
which are generally thirty feet from the ground, grow out 
first horizontally, and then bending down by their own 
weight to the ground, form a bower beneath round a trunk 
of ten or twelve feet in girth. Some of the trees instead 
of shedding their leaves in winter, have the singular pro­
perty of casting off their bark, leaving the trunk white and 
uncovered, which naturally strikes all new comers with 
astonishment.

Monsieur Labilardier, the French naturalist, after 
having visited this country, observed that, notwithstand­
ing the enormous size of the Eucalyptus globosus, other 
trees of a moderate height grew vigorously under its 
shade. Leptospermum, which is ia  general a shrub, 
grows here in the low and humid places to the size of a 
large tree. On. the shores he discovered many new spe­
cies of caledolaria, and drossera j and on the declivity of 
the hills, he found embrothrium, the eucalyptus resinifera 
of White, which yields a fine and reddish gum j many 
sorts of Philadelplii, a new species of epacris, the Bank-
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sia integrifolia anti gibbosa 5 the exocarpus expansa et 
cupressiformis, a new genus of the class of terebintines; 
thesium with narrow leaves, which form very pretty 
groves; diplarrena morrea, a new genus of the class of 
Irises; also meloleuca, aster, casuarina, and a singular 
species of limodorum, and another of glycina, remarkable 
for its flowers being of a beautiful red; ptolea; the richea 
glauca, a composite plant, which forms a new genus; poli- 
podium; the sensitive plant; thescheffleria repens; a new 
species of parsley, fit to eat, called apium prostrattim ; 
several species of ancistrum ; two shrubs of a new ge­
nus, called mazeutoxeuron rufum and reflexum ; the 
plantago trienspedita, good to eat in salad, is found on 
the middle of the sands, and is a most useful p lan t; a 
new spccies of ticoide, the fruit of which the natives eat; 
a new genus of the class millepertuis of Jussieu ; the 
carpodontos lucida, the branches of which are covered 
with beautiful white flowers ; several new species of fes- 
tuca geranium lobelia, and one of utricularia, which dis­
plays its charming flowers on the surface of the water; 
the segaria evoda, remarkable for its beautiful leaves; 
two species of rosalis, or drossera ;> the drossera bifurca; 
mimosa; a new aletris, with magnificent flowers, and 
several kinds of orchis.

All the Fruits of England or France attain to great 
perfection in the open a ir ; such as grapes,* peaches, nec­
tarines, apricots, apples, pears, plums, quinces, cherries, 
gooseberries, currants, raspberries, strawberries, arid me­
lons. The vegetables are of surprising growth; they 
consist of cauliflowers, brocoli, cabbages, peas, beans of 
various sorts, artichokes, onions, lettuce, celery, all

* G rapes should be p lan ted  in sheltered situations, as the  nights are 
ra th e r  cold. Peaches, nectarines, and apricots, how ever, grow on 

, »tiM»dard trees, w ithout the shelter o f  a  wall.



kinds of pot-herbs, together with carrots, which com­
monly grow here eighteen inches long and ten inches 
round the top ; parsnips, turnips, ’and, potatoes, which 
will keep from one season to the other, often weighing 
from orie to two, and sometimes five pounds weight each, 
and averaging 350 bushels per acre.

Wheat, barley, oats, beans, and peas, thrive as weU 
here as in any country ; in fact, the quantity and quality 
produced per acre, surpasses the average crop produced 
in England considerably, when well managed, as will 
be seen hereafter. Since the commencement of the 
English settlement on this island, the harvest has never 
once fa iled ; and that useful, but tender plant, the hop, 
thrives amazingly, so that there ought to he no scarcity 
of good beer among the farmers.

If  wheat be sown in May or June, it may be 
reaped the following January; and a gentleman who 
resided many years at Port Dalrymple, estimates the 
average produce of the crops at that settlement as folr- 
lows: wheat thirty-six bushels per acre, barley forty-five, 
oats sixty. The fertility of the soil would certainly war­
rant a more favourable estimate than the above ; but if 
a Scotch or English farmer only saw the slovenly mode 
of tillage practised here by some o f the farmers, he would 
be surprised that the average produce is so great. A 
good Berwickshire or Norfolk farmer, with the system of 
agriculture that prevails in those counties, in all proba­
bility would double the produce, for forty bushels, weigh­
ing sixty-three to sixty-four pounds per bushel, have 
already been produced, under good management, from 
an acre.

For the rearing and fattening o f Cattle, the natural 
grasses afford an abundance of pasturage at all season* 
of the year, without any provision o f  hay, or artificial food.



Oxen frooi three to four years old here average about'/OO , 
pounds, and wethers from two to three years old, from 
eighty to ninety pounds,; while at Port Jackson oxen of 
the same age do not average more that 500 pounds, and 
wethers not more than 40 pounds ; but at Port Dalrym- 
ple, yearling lambs often weigh from 60 to 70 pounds j 
and three-year old wether? 100 pounds and upwards. 
This great disproportion of weight arises in some mea-t 
sure, from the greater part of the sheep-at this settle­
ment having become from constant crossing, nearly of 
the pure Teeswater breed ; add to which, the natural pas­
tures are richer, and the superior adaption of the coldcr 
climate for the rearing, and fattening of stock, is quite 
unquestionable.

The breeding o f Jine-woolled Sheep presents an extensive 
opening for the profitable investment of money, sur­
passing, perhaps, any other in the world. The proof of 
this assertion rests on a calculation annexed, which, I 
trust, is so clear and intelligible as to convince any rea­
der. First, let the plan be understood on which the 
calculation is made, viz. the value of the wool, the 
weight of the fleece, and the number of sheep to he 
kept in a flock; next, with regard to the value of the best 
quality of wool grown in this colony, the last importation 
of which averaged five shillings and sixpence per pound, 
when sold in the London market in March, 1819; at 

; which time the market was overcharged; besides which, 
the best wool, hitherto produced in this colony, has not 
yet attained the perfection of which it is capable, and 
which a few more crosses with the pure breed will 
undoubtedly effect. The gradual ,rise in the value 
pf wool from Mr. M ‘Arthur’s flocks of Paramatta, New 
South Wales, proves to demonstration how rapidly the 
wool is meliorated by the climate, and by crossing the



breed : for in 1816 it was sold (in London) for two shil­
lings and sixpence per pound in the fleece; in March, 
1818, for three-shillings and sixpence per pound; in 
July for four shillings and four-pence per pound; and 
in March, 1819, for five shillings and sixpence per 
pound, and for some of it that had been properly sorted 
and washed, Mr. Hurst, of Leeds, was offered nine shil­
lings per pound! The above estimate was given in 
evidence before a committee of the House of Commons, 
while enquiring into the state of this colony s but that 
the emigrant may have his views fully realized, and that 
this statement may not be looked upon as an exaggera­
tion, but on the contrary prove, as I expect it will, far 
short of the truth, I shall estimate the whole fleece at 
only four shillings per pound, and allowing two and a 
half pounds for each fleece, which is certainly less than 
the average weight, and two' shillings and nine pence 
per pound for the yearling fleeces, which I  will esti­
mate at one pound each, it will be easy to proceed with 
a calculation for any number of ewes. The best 
breeders commonly have 330 in a flock, which, with a 
requisite number of tups, may be bought for 10001., or 
less; I will therefore proceed with a calculation upon a 
flock of this size.
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First Year’s Profit on the Finer sort o f Sheep.
£  a. d.

,5330 two y ea r old ewe« o f  the m ost im proved breed will
c o s t - - .  . . . w . . . * • • • • • ............................ . . . .....................  1000 0  0

W e may fairly suppose they  w ill produce 165 \  q 
w ethers, w orth 20s. p e r  head

And 165 ewes w orth 40s......................................  330 0  0
----------------  495 0 0

1495 0  0

A t the end o f  this y ear tbe ewes will be  w orse th an  they  
w ere a t  the  beginning, therefore d educt 10s. p e r  
head for decrease in th e ir  value, sa y ........................... .. 165 0  o

1330 0  0
D educt 5 per cen t, fo r c a s u a ltie s .................. 66 10 0

M et value o f stock  a t  the  end  o f  th is year 1863 10 Q

fT h e  330 ewes th is year w ill produce 2 |lb . of
wool each , m aking  8551b. a t  4s. p e r  lb . 165 0  0

333 Lam bs do. l ib . do. 330 a t  2s. 9d . 45 7  6

210 7  6

I t  has been ascerta ined  by  experience, th a t  
all freight, commission, insurance, and  
duties, will b e  covered by  allow ing on  
11551b. 9d. p e r  lb .......................... ...............  43 6 3

167 1 3
D educt 5  p er cent, fo r casualties*« • » • • • • • •  . 8 7 0

' N e t value o f  this year’s shearing ISO 14 3
D educt expense o f  shepherd . . . .  50 0 10
D o. hurdles .................................  40 0  0
D o . shearing 33 score a t  As. p e r  sc. a  5 0

—  - SO i  0

N e t profit on wool this year 60 9 3

13*3 19 S

24

•  Ew es o f tlie first cross w ere selling, in 1821, a t  25 to  30 shillings 
each, w hich is much low er than  the above calculation.

+ A g re a t p a rt o f  the N ew  South W ales wool w as sold, in 1821, as 
low as 3s. to  3s. 8 d . ; lm t I  saw  some bales o f M r. M cA rthur’s sold as 
high as 5s. 6d. a t the same sale, and one bale, (through the opposition

- of the  brokers,) absolutely sold for ] Os. 3 d .;  b u t under any o ther cir-. 
cumstance its extrem e value m ight be ra ted  a t  6s.
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Second Year's prqfit on the finer sort o f  Sheep,

£  ». <!••
Value o f  stock a t  the end o f  the 1st year brought forw ard 1203 10 0 
T he original flock o f  ewes (5 p e r  cent, being allowed for 

the  casualties o f  the last year) will only produce this
y ea r  167 w ethers a t  20s. each................ 157 0 0

157 ewes a t 40s.”  •* 314 0 0 
Increase  in the  value o f the first year's lam bs, 10s. per 

head fo r the  w ethers, and  io s . p e r head for the  ewes.; 23S 2 11

1969 1J 11

A t the  end o f  this year tbe ewes will be lest valuable than 
they w ere  a t  th e  end  o f  the  1st year, by  10s. per head... 157 0 0

, . 1812 12 11 
D e d u c ts  p er c e n tfo r  casualties*........... .. .............................  90 IS f j

N e t ra lu e  o f  tto ck  a t  the end o f  this year 1722 9 9}

T he shearing  th is year o f 314 ewes and the 
i 314 firs t y ear’s lam bs will produce 628

fleeces, o r  16701b. a t  4s. p e r ...................... 314 0 0
The shearing o f this second year's lam bs will

43 3 6

367 3 6

D e d u c t freight, insurance, duties and com­
mission on 18841b. a t  'Jd. per lb . . . . . . . . . 70 13 0

' ! • <o609* 10 fi
14 6 6

N e t value o f  this year's shearing s n 4 0

D ed u c t expense o f 2 shepherds 100 0  0
A dditional hurdles' 40 0  0
E xpense o f  shearing 47' score

and * a t  5s. p e r  score ... J t  15 6
151 15 6

N e t p ro fit on second year’s wool m 8 6
D itto  first, b rought forw ard 60 S 3

'V 1B* ** 7
N et value o f  slock  » t tbe end o f this year, bronglit forw ard 17£J 0  9}

1903 18 6}



Third Year’s Profit on the finer sort a f  Sheep,

£  s. d.
Value o f stock a t the end o f  the second year, b rought for­

ward ............................................................... ' . ........... .. . .  . .  1722 0
T o the original flock m ay n e w  be added the ewe lambs 

dropped the first year, and allowing 10 per re n t  for the 
casualties o f  tbe tw o form er years, the flock will be- 
increased to 446, which will p roduee 223 w ethers a t
SO shillings............................................................................ . 223 0 0
225 ewes a t 40s................................. ............ .......................... 446 0  0

Increase in the value o f  the 165 w hether lam bs produced
tlie first year, 5s. p e r  h e a d ..........................  41 5  0

D educt 5 per cen t, for casualties ................... . 4 2 6
----------------  37 2 6

Increase in the value o f the 157 tre ther lambs 
produced the 2d year, 10s. p e r b e a d . . . .  78 10 0

D itto  for the value o f  the 157 ewe lam bs, 20s. 157 0  0

*55 10 0
D educt 5 per cent, for ........................................ 11 13 6

---- ------------  223 14 6

2651 17 9J
A t tbe end o f  this year the ewes will b e  less valuable than
• they were a t  the end of the second y e a r ; therefore, fo r 

the 446 ewes deduct 10s. p e r head........................................  223 0 0

2428 17
D educt 5 p e rc e n t, for casaalties............................ ......... . 1 2 1 8  10$

N e t value o f  stock  th is year 2307 8 11 
T he shearing o f  this year will produce 895 

fleeces, o r 2237 |lb . o f  wool a t  4s. p e r  lb . 447 10 0
T he 446 lambs a  pound each , a t  2s. 9d . p e r  

lb. will produce '............................................... 61 6 6

508 16 6
D ed u c t freight, insurance, duties, and com­

mission on 2683£ a t  9d. p e r  pound...............  100 12 7

408 3  11
D e d u c tS p e r  cent, for casu a lties ................ . so  8 2

„  , 387 15 9
D educt expense o f  shepherds*', i s o  0 0 )
A dditional hurdles  .........   40 0  o f  „
Expense o f  shearing 67 score f

and  1 a t  5s. p e r  sc o re .......... ' 16 15 3 j  ■ ■ -
N e t  profit on tbe third year’* wool ..........................................................   181 15 9

'D it to  — second —  brought f o rw a rd .................  H i # 6
D itto  —  firs t ditto  .................. ........... 60 9 3

,£2671 * 5
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Thus it  will appear, that after making the most liberal 
allowances for expenses, casualties, and decrease in the 
value of the ewes as they become aged, capital thus in­
vested will yield 166 per cent, in the course of three 
years, and the progressive increase (if the calculations 
are prosecuted still farther) will be quite astonishing 1 I 
shall therefore leave that task for the reader. The profits, 
to be derived from breeding the coarser woolled sheep are 
not so g rea t: breeding for the sake of the carcass, has - 
not proved so profitable as breeding for the sak* of the 
wool, but they still are sufficiently considerable, yielding1 
full twenty-five per cent, profit per annum ; add to which 
it-may be safely calculated that in each cross with the 
pure Spanish breed, the inferior wools increase in value 
full twenty per cent. Whatever may be the extent of 
emigration, there will for ages to come be more land than 
can possibly be required j and although the breeder may 
not possess as much land of his own as he may require 
for his flocks, if he is a large stock-holder, still the W il­
derness is so immense, that he has only to desire his 
shepherds to remove the hurdles to the Common, beyond 
the Farmers’ boundaries, and he will have pasturage in 
abundance, let his flocks be ever so great; besides, the 
climate is so fine in Van Diemen’s Land, as well as New 
Holland, that no kind of shelter is requisite; sheds are 
not only useless but injurious, so, mild are the winters; 
while on the other hand, the summer heats do not eiceed 
those of England. The freight of wool from this colony 
has been reduced to three-pence per pound, and is per­
mitted into England duty free j* the freight of Spanish 
wool is estimated by the reports of the House of Com-

- mons at two-pence per pound, with an English duty of 
sixpence per pound; and the freight of Saxon wool, in- ,

* T iicre  is now  a  du ty  on the im portation  o f  wool in to  E ngland o f  
one penny per pound.
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eluding land and water carriage to Hamburgh, at from 
five-pence to sixpence per pound, besides three per cent, 
for passing through the Prussian States, and an English 
jduty of sixpence per pound.

There is nothing to be feared on the score of com­
petition from foreign wools, since all other charges for 
commission, warehousing, &c. are precisely the same, 
excepting the insurance,, which is trifling : we may there­
fore fairly surmise that there will be no checks to the 
growth of fine wool, for a great number of years to cqme, 
for want of pasturage, a market, or from foreign compe­
tition ; as it is well known that Saxon wool at the present 
prices is a losing concern to the growers. The foregoing 
estimate and information is, I  think, quite sufficient to 
convince any calculating man, that a large fortune may 
be ifnade in this way, and is a strong allurement for emi- 

. grating to this fine country, in preference to America, or 
the Cape of Good Hope. The skilful dairyman would 
also be amply rewarded for his trouble, butter being still 
as high as from 6s. to 7s. per pound, and good cheese 2s.

' wholesale.* The following letter from a Farmer in the 
colony to liis friend, dated 20th July, 1819, will enable 

' the reader to form some idea of his condition.
“  I have just packed up sixteen bales of fine wool, the 

produce of our last shearing ; my flocks are increased to 
two thousand one hundred and fifty, including six hun­
dred and thirty-seven lambs of this season. I  have been 
very fortunate, having scarcely lost any j they are all in 
good condition, and free , from scab or disease of any kind.

*  T h e  very high price a t  which b u tte r now sells has induced some 
.people to doubt w hether the pasturage is so good as i t  has been repre> 
sentcd, b u t the w ant d f  p roper dairy people is the  only cau9c. A fter 
«alving, the cows o f the best cross give p len ty  o f  milk j b u t no t being 
m ilked regularly, and  being sometimes left w ithout m ilking for two or 
th ree  days, the milk dries tip .w ith sim ilar bad m anagem ent, in the 
very  best grazing counties in England, cows would go d ry  likewise.



My cattle, of which I now muster nearly one hundred 
head, are also doing as well as possible, so much so, that 
my dairy will bring iiie in 4001. this year: our cheese is 
quite as good as Cheshire, and we shall make nearly a 
ton annually; and if this market should be glutted, the 
Indian market will be open for us. I shall feed next year 
sixty hogs, and our hams, I assure you, are excellent. I 
mean to sow forty acres of rape and turnip to feed off old 
evves j' for experience has shown nie the benefit of it j— 
my boys are now becoming very useful, and I  think my 
situation will soon be very independent.”

A letter like this from a farmer who went out to 
the colony only ‘four years ago, with a capital short of 
two thousand pounds, is well calculated to attract the 
notice of such emigrants, as are wavering in their 
choice between America,, the Cape, or Van Diemen’s 
Island. Mucli has been said by Mr. Birkbeck, respect­
ing the advantages of emigrating to his favourite and 
adopted country, the. Illinois, in America, possessing 
neither game laws, tithes, nor taxes of any conse­
quence; but it must be recollected the British colo- v
nies are equally free from these evils, and the climate of 
the Illinois is far from being so favourable as it has been ‘ 
represented, for fevers and agues are very prevalent from 
the vast extent of uncleared land ; add to which, the Emi­
grant labours under the disadvantage of being obliged to 
purchase the land he intends for a settlement; whereas 
in Van Diemen’s Island, or New South Wales, he ob­
tains it free; and, notwithstanding the greater distance of 
the latter, it will be fqund less fatiguing, and less expen­
sive, from the following calculation. A family, consist­
ing of a gentleman, his wife, five children, and a ’female 
servant, sailed from the river Thames in December last, 
for Van Diemen’s Island; the passage money was SOOl, 
and a good table was agreed to be kept up by the captain.

2 9



so

until they arrived at Hobart Town, Van Diemen’s Island, 
wine and spirits included; and whatever tools, agricultural 
implements, or stores, he took out with him, were charged 
at the rate of six pounds per ton freight. If  an Emigrant, 
with the same number in family, intends to settle in the 
Illinois Country, in the United States, he must first go to 
Baltimore, and a cabin passage for himself and wife would 
be eighty pounds, and twenty pounds for the servant, and 
ten pounds for each of the children, which makes one 
hundred and fifty pounds expenses to Baltimore. Here 
it will perhaps be necessary to stop a week, and then 
proceed over the Alleghany Mountains to Pittsburg, say 
about two hundred and fifty miles ; here he will pro-, 
bably be obliged to stop another week, and then go down 
the Ohio River to the mouth of the Wabash, nine hun­
dred and ten miles, and from thence full one hundred 
miles farther to the Illinois. A wearying journey like 
this, through a wild country, including the expense of a 
week’s stay at Baltimore and Pittsburg, could not cost 
less than one hundred and fifty pounds more, making in 
the whole three hundred pounds, and that too, not only » 
without any degree of comfort, but attended with con­
siderable fatigue and risk, where there is a large family.

Suppose each settler left England with one thou­
sand pounds, in both cases they would arrive at their 
point of destination, with their capital reduced to seven 
hundred pounds ; the one at Van Diemen’s Island, with 
such a capital, would, on making the usual application 
to the Governor, receive a grant of eight hundred acres 
of land, free o f  expense, except a small fee ; and conse­
quently have his capital of seven hundred pounds to com­
mence farming with. The settler in America, on the 
contrary, will have to purchase his eight hundred acres 
a t the rate of one dollar sixty-four cents per acre, which 
will come to nearly three hundred pounds, leaving only
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four hundred pounds to begin with. Independent of this 
great advantage, there are many other inducements which 
the United States do not possess; first, such as going 
the whole distance by water (which is much less fa­
tiguing), with all the settler’s baggage and implements* 
secure from damage, except sea risk, and being landed 
at Hobart Town, the seat of Government, on the banks 
of the Derwent, where there are good lodgings, with 
every comfort and convenience, as in an English town, 
a very neat church for Divine service, and schools for 
the education of children.

Secondly, any person of respectability, on his arrival at 
Van Diemen’s Land, receives a free grant of as much 
land as> would cost 4 or 5001. in the United States of 
America, and he is allowed as many convicts for ser­
vants as he may require, to inclose his farm, and build 
his house, and clear his land, which is but thinly wood­
ed,! (otherwise Lieut. Jeffries could not have driven 1 2 0  

miles through the island without a road,) whereas Ame­
rica is almost a thicket. It is true, the labourers are con­
victs i but on their arrival in this colony, want, which is 
the main incitement to vice, ceases to operate ; they have 
no longer the same opportunity of pursuing those evil 
practices into which they have been led by bad company 
in large towns, where, having plunged into the abyss 
of guilt, they are unable to retract, after having once lost 
their characters. Many thoughtless youths who have 
been brought up in the paths of virtue, have been sacri­
ficed in this way, for the want of an opportunity of re­
turning to honest labour; and many poor distressed 
mothers have been prompted, from the cravings of their

* T h e  carriage  o f implements o r fu rn itu re  to  the  back settlem ents 
o f A m erica is quite im practicable. >

t  T hroughout Van D iem en’s L and  i t  has been observed, th a t  there  
is very little  underw ood to be se en ; the  woods consisting principally  
o f  forest trees.
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half-starved babes, to shoplifting or other crimes, and 
suffered the penalty of transportation t and are we, who 
call ourselves Christians, to, suppose that such peo­
ple can never repent and return to the paths of virtue ? 
the idea is altogether repugnant to Christianity. When 
want is out of the question, the choice between virtue 
and vice will be comparatively easy, and is certainly much 
facilitated by the parental care of Government, which 
with mercy tempers justice,' having always the convict’s 
amendment in view, in the’ punishment inflicted. • The 
industrious and well disposed are encouraged by being 
allowed to go out as servants to respectable settlers j and 
if, after a certain period of good conduct, they have main­
tained such a character in the neighbourhood where they 
have resided, as to warrant the Governor in making them 
free, he not only confers that favour on them, but allows 
them a grant of land 1 thus those who are virtuously and 
industriously disposed are emancipated from bondage: 
while, oh the other hand, the daring offender, the incurable 
villain, (when such he is found to be,) is sent off to New­
castle to work at the mines; there he is led in chains to 
his daily labour, and back again in like manner to his 
resting place.* W ith such an alternative, may we not 
fairly, suppose that the servants selected for the respect­
able and free settlers, are as good as the back-woods men 
of America ? The attachment of servants to their em­
ployers, in all countries, depends on the treatment they 
receive. Here it is evidently their interest to behave 
well, where there vs such a prospect of reward after 
a certain period of service; and with a little kindness, 
it is fair to presume that masters will be well served.

*  T here  is now  established a t  M acquarie harbour, a  m ilitary sta­
tion, and a com m andant to controul and punish the delinquents that 
are  te n t  th e r t , to  endure a  sort o f  second transporta tion , fo r offences 
committed, ia  <tl»e colony.
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• Thirdly, the settler and ‘Ms family onarrival, together 
with the convict servantsallotted them by the Goobrnor, are 
all victualled at the expense o f  Government fo r  six months ! 
during this period it is to be presumed that the Em i­
grant is busy, enclosing his garden for domestic use, and 
paddock for his cotos, and erecting his house and barn, 
and as a vertical and circular Saw M il l ,  tipon the cele­
brated Mr. Rennie’s plan, of large dimensions, has been 
sent out by some merchants for cutting balk timber into 
boards, (which will be readily had for a moderate price,) 
it will not be a tedious job to erect such a cottage as will 
render a family comfortable ; to which additions may.be 
afterwards made as leisure from other pursuits may 
permit.

Neither the British States of America, the Cape of 
Good Hppe, nor the United States, afford any advantages 
like these, which are peculiar lo this colony; even Mr. 
Birkbeck’s New Elysium of which he has w ritten  so 
much, will bear no comparison, for the price of labour 
there is at least double, while the produce of the, land is 
not worth so much by two-thirds, as at Van Diemen’s 
Island, where agricultural produce, in fact, meets as good 
a market as in England, and cheese and butter a still 
better; where the winters are mild, snow never remain­
ing in the valleys more than a few hours,* and the sum­
mer heats never exceeding those of England or F rance; 
w h i l e  in the Illinois, they have scorching summers, and 

w inters buried in almost impassable snow.
W hat I have stated previously, in the shape of calcula­

» Some poisons, when w riting  home to their friends, ju s t  after the ir
• arrival, have described the clim ate as exceedingly c o ld : and the E d i- * 

to rs  o f  N ew spapers have frequently  inserted le tte rs  which seldom 
contain  such information as can  bo relied upon, .and  which is suffici­
ently  con troverted  by the fac t, th a t peaches arrive a t  g rea t perfection  
on stan d ard  trees, w ithout she lte r.

D



tion, more particularly interests such capitalists as pos­
sess 10001. or upwards; but people with much less 
capital, may in a little time become independent j there­
fore, I will suppose, that a man (with his wife and threp 
children,) contemplates emigrating to Van Diemen’s 
Island, with the view of securing that independence for 
his family, which his small capital would not enable 
him to accomplish in this country. Supposing he has 
2201. exclusive of furniture and wearing apparel, it will 
be necessary to expend it in the following manner, or at 
least the anuexed statement will be some guide to the 
Emigrant.

£ . '  s. d.
A steerage passage, for himself, wife, and

3 4

three children................................................ 104 12 0
Carpenters’ tools ................... .................. . 9 0 0
Agricultural implements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I  0 0
English goods, consisting of all kinds of ne­

cessary articles to barter for stock, &c.
with the old settlers.................................. . 50 0 0

Cash in Spanish Dollars........ ........................... 45 8 0

Total............  220 0 .0

Farming Utensils.*
£ s. d.

1 Plough .  ̂ . . . . .  . .........................................4 15 0
4 Spades, 3s. 6d. each . . . . .  • • . . . • • • 0 14 0
4 Hoes, different sizes . ........................................ . 0 7 8
a Sets of Iron work for karrows ..........................................1 10 0
€ Reaping hooks, 2s. 6d. each * . . . .  . . •'* . • 0 IS 0
2 Kakes . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 0 8 6
3 Sieves . . . . . .  • .............................. 0 12 0
2 Shovels, 3s. each / .  ......................................................... . . * 0 6 0
3 Pair of sheep shears, 2s. 6d. each ..................................... 0 7 6

* Very good agricultural im plem ents o f  all k inds are  now manufac­
tu red  in the colony, particularly  the ploughs and  harro w s, which are 
stronger, and b e tte r  ad ap ted  fo r breaking up the new  ground than 
those usually sent from E ngland , and the freigh t o f  a plough cosls 
nearly as much as its value, which is another im portan t consideration.
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l  Bullock chain, 421b. a t  5d. . . . . . .  . . . . .  o  17 6
1 B illhook  . • ............................ 0 2 &
I H ay  fork . . . . . . . . , . , . . . . . o  1 6
1 D ung  fork . . ....................................... . . . 0 2 0
I P o tu toe  fo rk  . . . .  . . , . . , . . .  . . o 4 0

; ^ 11 ’ 0 0

Carpenter’s Tools.
£  s. d.

1 P its a w  . . . . .  , . . . . .  . ; . , 1 4  o
1 Cross-cut d itto  ...............................................................................1 4 0
1 H and d itto  . . . ... . .  • . . ,  . . . , , o  12 0

24 Saw-files, 6d . each ........................................ ..... 0  12 0
2 B road  axes, 5s. 3d. e a c h ............................  O 10 6
4  Felling d itto , 6s. each 1 4 0
2  Small ditto , Is. 6d. e u c h .................................................. . 0 3 0
1 Splitting d itto  . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . 0  5 0
1 A d z e .................................. ................................................... 0 5 0
4  Augers . ........................................................ .....  . O S 0
1 Spokeshave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o  1 0

24 G im blets o f sizes .................................................................... 0 3 0
4 Ham m ers of sites . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 5 0
8 C hisselsof s o r t s ......................... .....  . . 0 5 9
4 P l a n e s ............................  0  13 0

6000 Nails assorted . . . .  . . . . . . , . l 0 0
8 P a irs  o f binges assorted, aud sc re w s ................................0 7 9

do 0 0

Tlie above articles can be increased according to the 
emigrant’s capital; and with industrious habits, without 
any extraordinary exertion, lie is sure to possess every 
comfort which the small farmers of England enjoy, and 
with a much clearer prospect before him for his children.

’ The, houses that are built for farm-houses in tjie first 
instance, are very commonly composed of logs of wood 
split, and placed upright like posts as close together as 
possible : and all the vacant spaces are closely plastered 
up with mud, or else they are composed of posts two 
or three feet asunder, and the intervals closed up with 
lath and plaster, and covered with thatch or shingles. 
This kind of house, which is very comfortable, and hus 
a neat appearance, can be constructed for a very small 
sum of money, and when the emigrrint’s means are small,

D 2



care should be taken to sink as little as possible in build­
ing in the first instance : let him cultivate his farm, and 
purchase stock, and the returns from them will soon en­
able him to build a more substantial housej let him be 
cautious how he lays his money out in goods, and more 
particularly in having too much of his money invested in 
one article, for if there should happen to be a surplus in 
the market, it might chance to lay on his hands two or 
three years before sales could be effected, and the loss 
by the delay that would in consequence arise from frit­
tering away his time in a town, for the purpose of effect­
ing sales, instead of immediately commencing his farm­
ing operations, would more than . counterbalance the 
profits that could be derived from any speculation in 
goods. The surest way is to depend entirely on farming, 
if such is the ultimate ob ject; and to avoid losing any 
time on first arrival, Spanish dollars are perhaps the best 
investment,, for they will yield at least twenty per cent, 
profit, on account of the difference of exchange, and are 
immediately convertible.
. As to the facility with which emigrants may settle in . 
this island, some idea may, be formed by the account 
Lieut. Jeffreys gives of the formation and establishment 
of his own farm in his book, page fa'8 ; it is such a plain, 
ungarnished tale, that I cannot do better than give it in 
his own words. “ The Lieutenant having fixed upon 
his ground, was supplied by the Governor with four con­
victs, (labourers,) to whom were added a ploughman, and 
an overseer, both freemen 5 they were all provided with 
three weeks* provisions, and such tools and implements 
as were necessary for their labour. Having a cart to 
carry their tools, &c. they arrived at the spot about four 
p’clock in-the afternoon 5 it was out of the Lieutenant’s 
power to accompany them ; but as they themselves relate
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the story, the ploughman was appointed cook; and ' 
while he was making the necessary arrangements for 
refreshment, the rest with their axes cut down such tim­
ber as was requisite to erect a temporary hut. This they 
completed, and reiidered perfectly water tight before 
sun-set, when they all sat down to such a repast as the 
cook had provided for them. Their meal consisted of 
the hind quarters of a kangaroo, cut into mince-meat, 
stewed in its own gravy, with a few rashers of salt pork, 
plenty of potatoes, and a large cake baked on the spot. 
These people often declared they never in their lives ate 
a meal with a greater relish than they did this supper; 
the grog went merrily round, and the plains and valleys 
rang, with three times three, and success to the captain's 
fa rm !! 1

A small fire having been made at the foot of the hut, 
they retired to rest, and after a refreshing sleep arose at 
day-light, to renew their labours. In a few days the 
plan and foundation of a garden were laid out and 
planted; after which they all set to work, to build a 
more commodious house for themselves and their mas­
te r ; this house consisted of two rooms, occupied by the 
overseer when the master was not there, and a large ' 
kitchen and sleeping place for themselves.

In  a very short time the Lieutenant had the satisfaction
< to see twenty acres of land broken up, and about two 
hundred acres fit for the plough. In doing this it was 
not necessary to cut down more than five hundred trees.

In  this manner, it is possible for thousands of set­
tlers at a very moderate expense, to establish themselves 
in this delightful part of the globe; the abode of peace, 
plenty, and rural happiness.

Converting land from a state of nature into cultiva­
tion, materially depends on whether it. is covered with
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forest-trees or brush-wood ;*■ the current price of laboar 
for clearing forestland, by order of the Governor, is 
11 . 8s. per ac re ; but if the roots are grubbed up, and 
burnt after the trees are felled, there is a further charge 
of 11. 10s. more, making in the whole 21. 18s. per acre. 
To clear brush-wood land, the price of labour is 21. 2s. 
and grubbing and burning the roots, 11. 17s; 6d. m ore; 
but grubbing and burning is an optional expense, and 

, seldom incurred but by those who study ornament; A ’
• number of stumps of trees, standing two or three feet 

above the surface of the ground, certainly do not appear
• very agreeable to a new-comer,' but the eye soon gets 
habituated to them, and not one in a hundred thinks it

v worth while to be at 80s. expense per acre to clear them ; 
they are seldom or never so close together as to; prevent 

. ploughing, and if the emigrant has teems of his own, 
the ploughing will not stand him in more than 10s. the 
acre; which, added to the clearing, makes 11. 18s. per 
acre, for preparing forest-land for seed-corn, while the 

1 / ' brush-land is 31. 2s. on account of the additional expense 
of hoeing to get rid of the numerous small roots. The 

; best seed wheat may be had for ten shillings per bushel; 
and a bushel and a half being the usual quantity sown,
I shall make a statement on these grounds.
20 Bushels o f  W heat a t 8s. p e r bushel, supposed produce 

o f  an  acre o f  newly-cleaved Forest land (the  stum ps left
standing) ............................. .....  . . . . . . . . . 8 0 ,  0

D ed u c t expense o f clearing . . . . . . .  1 8 0
Ploughing with E m igrant’s own team  . . . . - 0  10 0  1
A bushel and a half o f  seed w heat, a t 10s. per bushl. 0  J 5 0
H arrow ing  per acre . . . . . . . . . .  0  5 0
Heaping per acre  . . . . .  . . . . .  0  10 0  :
C arrying to m arket 6d. p e r bushel . . . . .  O 10 0

' T h re jh ing  and cleaning it, 8d. per bushel . 1. . 0  13 4

' 4 1 1 4

C lear profit per acre for the first year, on cleared forest land £ 3  8 8

*  T here  is very little  brush-wood.



t 20  Bushel* o f  W heat from an  acre  o f  c leared  brush land
(stum ps left standing) . . . . . . . .  T  . . .  8 0  0

D ed u c t expense o f c l e a r in g ............................  , . 2 3 0
H oeing, which is indispensable w ith brush land  the

'f ir s t  year, 20s. p e r a c r e ........................................ | l  0  0
P l o u g h i n g ........................................  . . . . .  0  10 0
A  bushel and a h a lf ofseed wheat, a t 10s. p e r bushel 0  15 0 
C hipping the  seed in with the  hoe per acre  . . . 0  6 0 '
R eap ing  d itto  d itto  . . . v  0  10 0
C arry ing  to m arket 6d. per bushel . . . . .  0  10 0 
T hresh ing  and cleaning it, 8d. per bushel. . . .  O 13 4 .

6 6 4

C lear profit p e r  acre for the first year,, on cleared brus land , £ \  13 8

T he second year will be more productive after it has been 
exposed to the sun and atmosphere, besides which th re 
will be a saving of the entire, charge for clearing the 
ground.

P ricb  op la b o u r .—No country affords better pros-, 
pects for mechanics than this j wages are 50 per cent, 
higher than at Port Jackson j blacksmiths, carpenters, 
coopers, masons, bricklayes, brick-makers, cabinet­
makers, shipwrights, wheelwrights, and many other use­
ful handicraft men, cannot fail to become independent, 
if they have the prudence to take care of the money they 
may earn j and they are sure to fall into immediate em­
ploy at the rate of from 7 to 15s. per day.

The price of convict labour is at present very low, and 
still farther declining, in consequence of the demand for 
it not equalling the supply. His excellency the Governor

- has deemed it expedient to settle and regulate the price 
of convict labour as follows:

'  3 9
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\  Lint o f  Prices for different sorts o f  Labour,

. . £  s. <>•
F o r felling forest tim ber per a c r e ............................................. 0  8 0
B urning off d itto  p e r  acre  . . . . . . .  , . • 1 0 0
Booting out and  burning stum ps on fo rest gronnd p e r  a c re  . 1 10 O
Felling tim ber on brush ground p e r  ac re  .  . . . . .  . 0  12 0
B urning o tf d itto  p er d itto  I' 10 O'
Rooting out and burning stum ps on d itto  . . . . . . .  1 17 6
B reaking up new  ground per d itto  . . . . . . . . . 1 0 0
D itto , S tubble in corn ground per d itto  (.....................................0  10 0
Chipping in w h£at per d itto  . . .  . . . . .  . . .  . 0  0 0
R eap ing  d itto , p e r d itto  0  10 0

,  Threshing and cleaning w heat p erb n sh e l . . . . . . .  0  0  8 ,
H oeing and p lan ting  corn  p er ac re  . . . . . . .  . . 0 5 0 -
C hipping and shelling co rn  ..................................................... 0 6 8
Fulling and husking d itto , p e r bushel . . . . . . . .  0  0  4
S plitting  pales (six fee t long p er hundred) . . . . . .  0  3 0
D itto  d itto  five d itto  . . • . . . . . 0 2  6
Shingle sp litting  per t h o u s a n d ................................... . . . 0 7 6
P re p arin g  and pu tting  up m ortice railing , five b ars  w ith tw o

pannels to  a  rod , and posts sunk tw o feet in the  ground  0  3 0
■ D itto  D itto  D itto  . 4 bars , 0  2  &'

D itto  , D itto ’ D it to  3  d itto  . 0 2 0
• D itto  - D itto  D itto  2 d itto  . 0 1 9

The foregoing list relates to convict labour only j free 
husbandmen are paid from 201. to 301. a year, and some­
times more, according to their qualifications.—Free 
women receive from 101. to 151. a year as household ser­
vants.

In December, 1816, the amount of the annual wages 
payable to every male convict employed by a settler, was 
fixed at 101. sterling and if the regular allowance of , 
clothing was found by the master, he was entitled to 
deduct from this amouut the sum of 31.

To every female convict, the annual amount of wages 
was fixed at 71., and the deduction for clothing was fixed . 
at 11.10s. This adjustment of prices was agreed to by 
Governor Macquarie and the Magistrates of the colony j 
and such are the conditions upon which the convicts in 
New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land are at present . 
assigned to free settlers s and although they have ceased
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for sometime to be secured by any written stipulation, yet 
they are considered to be established by custom, and to 
form a guide for the decisions of the magistrates in all 
disputes.

The regulated weekly' allowance to a convict in’ the 
employ of a settler in New South Wales and Van Die­
men’s Land, consists of seven pounds of fresh or salt 
meat, or four pounds of pork and eight pounds of wheat 5 
but latterly it has been usual to increase the allowance of 
wheat to fourteen pounds. This is usually ground into 
flour by the convicts themselves by means of steel hand- 
mills, and is made into heavy cakes, baked in the em­
bers of their own fires, and frequently afterwards fried in 
the fat of pork. .Milk and vegetables are also served out 
to the convict servants, but only by the higher classes, 
the lower classes of settlers admit them! to their tables, 
they inhabit the same houses, and frequently the same 
apartments as their, masters; but on the larger estates the 
convict servants are generally lodged in separate huts', 
built of wood and Covered by the bark of the gum tree.

M r. Bigg, in his report to Parliament, observes, that 
the convicts in Van Diemen’s Land are frequently clothed 
in jackets and trowsers o f kangaroo skin, and sometimes 
caps of the same material,' owing to the price of 41of» 
clothing, which' is much dearer there than at Sydney} 
the price of a winter and summer suit fora convict being 
estimated at 61. 7s. 7d . ; and as the rations are generally 
increased by the settlers to teil pounds of meat and one 
peck of wheat per week, the cost of maintenance is raised 
to 171. 17 s. 6d. per man, making, with his wages and 
clothing, an annual charge of 311.5s.

I t  waS never permitted at any period in the colony, to 
a master to inflict corporal punishment upon his convict 
labourer; and reference to a magistrate was always and
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is now enjoined for the purpose of substantiating the 
mutual complaints that arise between them. .

The work required from a convict is to labour for ten 
hours throughout the year, for five days in the week, and 
six hours on Saturdays.

The, payment of wages for the regulated labour of the 
convicts, or for their earnings by their extra labour, is 
generally made to them in articles of consumption, such 
as tea, sugar, and tobacco, and on the larger estates an 
account is Jsept by the owner or his overseer of the quan­
tities of work performed, and of the articles issued in 
payment, the prices of which vary from 40 to 70 per 
cent, above the wholesale ready-money prices, and from 
25 to 35 per cent, above the retail prices of Hobart 
Town. If, however, the, convict servant has reason to 
complain of the prices of the articles charged to him, the 
dispute is left to the final adjustment of the magistrates. 
Spirits (although strictly prohibited) are frequently given 
by the more opulent and respectable settlers in remuner­
ation or encouragement for extraordinary exertion.

The convicts assigned to settlers are not allowed to 
travel from one district to another without a pass, signed 
by a magistrate j and a pass signed by the master of a 
convict, is requisite to enable him to travel to any part 
of his own district on his master’s business.

The constables of districts are required, every Sunday , 
morning by ten o’clock, to muster all convict servants 
within their limits, and to report to the magistrates, on 
the following day, the absence of any convict without a 
just excuse, his disorderly conduct, or his uncleanly ap­
pearance, and if the place of muster is within three 
miles of any church, the convicts ar$ ordered to attend 
divine service, but if it happens to be at a greater dis­
tance, they are dismissed to their own homes after an-
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swering to their own names, and such other enquiries as 
the constables choose to make.

The rations issued by Government in 182.0 were found 
to cost 161. 8s. per annum for each convict.

P r i c e  o e  c a t t l e . — A very good horse for the cart or 
plough may be had at from 701. to 801., and a saddle, or 
gig-horse, from 901. to 1001.* Good milch cows from 
101. to 151., and working oxen about the same price j 
fine two-year old breeding ewes from 11. to 11 . 10s., 
according to the quality of the fleece; but at .auction 
sales they frequently do not fetch half so m uch; and 
there is every prospect of their falling in price, as they are 
rapidly increasing in number.

P r i c e  o p  M e a t  a n d  P r o v i s io n s .— The price of 
meat is experiencing a gradual diminution; by the la s t . 
accounts, good mutton and beef were to be had at Gd.,

^ veal 8d., and pork 9d. per Ib. Wheat was selling in 
the market at 8s 8d., oats at 4s., and barley at 5s. per 
bushel, Winchester measure ; potatoes at 5s. per cw t.; 
fowls 3s. 6d. and ducks 6s. the couple, geese 5s. and tur­
keys at 7s. 6d. each j eggs at 2s. 7d. per dozen, butter at 
6s. and cheese 2s. per pound. The price of the best 
wheaten bread was fixed by the assize at 5d. for the loaf 
of two pounds weight.

For an account of the quantity of land in cultivation, 
horses, cattle, &c. now on this island, reference may be

* T h e  g rea t influx o f  emigrants has caused the  prices o f  horses to 
rise considerably, and trained bullock9 a ls o ; a  pa ir o f  the la tte r  have 
been sold as high as fifty pounds, b u t some entire  horses o f  the Suffolk 
b reed  have been sent out, and the  rise  in  the price o f  horses has in . 
duced the  captains o f  some ships to go to  Spanish A m erica for some. 
T hey  are  from  tw enty to  th irty  p e r  cen t, cheaper a t  Sydney; from 
w hence they  a re , on that account, brought to H obart T ow n w henever 
opportun ity  o ffers; so th a t i t  m ay be  expected th a t the prices will 
fluctuate.
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made to the following tables, which are from the last 
official return, since which the increase has been' very 
considerable. a /

H o b a rt Town, 1 
o r Bucking-^ 
ham shire. j

L aunceston  in 
C ornw all

i in )  
• )

T ota l.

Acres in Cultivation.
W h eat. B arley . P eas . Po ta toes. T o ta l. Gardeh*

, 4973 840.- 150 800 6763
U ncer­

ta in .

’ 2S42 , 660 76 341 3920

7815 1500 226 1142 10683

Stock.

H orses. H orned C a ttle . Sheep. Sw ine. G oats.

H o b art Tow n. 300 22,764 112,320 2360 1000

Launceston. 121 6074 70,148 1442

T o ta l. 421 - 28,838 182,468 3802 ■ 1000

P o p u l a t i o n . —The number of inhabitants in Van 
Diemen’s island by the census of 1817 was as follows : 

Free pereons 12336 | Soldiers 230 | Convicts 723 
‘ Of the above 2555 were in the district of the Derwent, 

and 5 GO ■ —— - Port Dalrymple.

3115
But since 1817 no less than forty-six ships full of free 
settlers have gone out, besides many convict ships, and 
with the addition of births, the population is more than

*  B y  tlie census tak en  in O clobcr, 1821, i t  appeared , th a t there 
w ere 14,940 acres in cultivation, (exclusive o f  garden ground) o f  which 
12,966 w ere in w heat. H orned  c a ttle  35,000, slicep 170,000, horses 
550, and swine 5000.
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doubled; for Governor Macquarie ascertained that the 
number of British in July, 1821, amounted to 73/2  souls,* 
exclusive of civil and military officers. And it is thought 
that in five years, the popiulatiau of this island will rival 
New South Wales in number, as the superiority of the 
ciimate is universally admitted. All those who have 
gone out, I  believe, I  may say without exception 
are delighted with the country, the climate,: and their fu­
ture prospects ; none have repented and returned,' but 
many are the instances-of fathers and mothers of ad­
vanced age crossing the water to join their sons (who had 
gone out but a few years before) after being encou­
raged to follow them, aud share their happy condition. 
I  could also particularize Some convicts, who, having 
conducted themselves well, have been made free of the 
colony, and are now men of property. A young man who 
was transported some years back, commissioned the cap­
tain of a merchant vessel to find his mother out in Lon­
don j at length she was found in Cripplegate workhouse, 
and at the age of seventy-two returned with the captain 
to Port Jackson, to end her days with her son, who -is 
now in prosperous circumstances, and with her returned 
also an elderly woman of sixty-five years of age, who had 
been under the operation of the law, and who had re­
turned to England with 30001. which she had scraped 
together for the purpose of purchasing goods and re­
turning with them. How different has the speculation 
to America turned o u t: whole ship loads of emigrants 
have left England to settle there, and after experiencing 
nothing but trouble and disappointment, have returned 
home ruined and broken-hearted,

The Com m erce of Van Diemen’s Island and New

* In  O ctober, 1821, the population  exceeded 8000, exclusive o f  civil 
and m ilitary officers. /
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South Wales,' has been pretty considerable to England* 
the East Indies, and China; but the colony has scarcely 
had sufficient articles of export to offer in return for the 
various commodities supplied by those countries. The 
convicts, and the pay and subsistence of the civil and 
military establishments, are the main sources from which 
they have hitherto derived the means of purchasing such 
articles of foreign growth and manufacture as ara neces­
sary but as the flocks of fine-woolled sheep are rapidly 
increasing, a staple article of export is coming forward, 
which will supply an exchange for all the foreign articles 
they may want.

Many of the Colonial vessels go to the Fidjee islands 
and purchase sandal wood in exchange for beads,' toys, 
axes, adzes, knives, pieces of iron hoops, whale’s teeth, 
and other trifling articles of ornament or dress.- From 
the Marquesas and Society Islands, (where English Mis­
sionaries are established), Cocoa-nut oil is obtained in 
such quantities-as to load ships of considerable burden, 
together with the hogs which they slaughter, and are 
salted down for exportation,* in exchange for English 
articles. From New Zealand, hogs are also procured, 
and spars for ship’s masts and yards, of the best quality.

The seal skins which are collected in most of the 
neighbouring islands and bays of the main land, are of 
the fur kind, for the most part, and meet with a ready 
market both in England and in China, from whence the 
colonial traders in exchange, receive teas, silks, nan­
keens, &c. Vessels, however small, are allowed, with a 
colonial licence, to trade to every part of India, China, 
and the Isle of France, and back again to the colony;

* When these Islanders salt their pork  they cx trac t all the bone, by 
which m eans the  m eat is cu red  p retty  w ell, notw ithstanding the  heat of 
the climate.
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but they are not allowed to trade between England-and 
those countries within the limits of the East India com­
pany’s charter. From the coast of Chili, and Peru, corn 
and cattle have been imported in times of scarcity; su­
gar and tobacco from the Brazils, and arrack, sugar, 
rice, and bale-goods from Bengal, for which they take 
whale-oil, sandal-wood, and spars in exchange ; and to 
the Isle of France, there is a very constant trade in spars, 
cattle, and salt provisions, in exchange for sugar and 
coffee. The parent colony of New South Wales, is a 
good market for corn and potatoes, particularly as those 
grown on this island are of an excellent quality, and keep 
from season to season; whereas those grown at Port 
Jackson are waxy, and will not keep more than six 
weeks. The barley which is grown on this island is 
equal to any in the world, and as hops thrive remark­
ably well, we may infer that in course of time, India 
will be supplied from hence with beer.*

Manufactures, considering the infant state of the 
colony, haye made considerable progress j carts, ploughs, 
and agricultural implements in general, are made accord­
ing to the latest improvements ; also chairs, tables, and 
other articles of household furniture, all kinds of cart’ and 
plough harness. With the bark of many of the trees, 
excellent leather is tanned, with which boots and shoes 
are made, equal to those from England.f There is also 
an establishment for extracting the virtue of the Black-

* M r. G atehouse has established a  b rew ery  a t H o b a rt Tow n, w here 
strong b eer is now  to be had a t  4s. p e r  gallon, tab le  beer a t Is. fid. p e r 
gallon, and  yeast a t  Is. per quart, from  w hich 25 p er cent, discount 
is allowed to  licensed retailers.

t  M r. B lackw ell, o f  N ew tow n ,,tans good crop leather, which he  
sells in the  hide a t  12d. to 13d. p e r  l b . ; and the K angaroo skin , when 
tanned and curried , makes upper-leatherS  eqn^l to  calf-skin: he also 
m akes glue (qu ite  equal to th a t which is m ade ih England) a t  3s. per lb .



wattle bark, which will'form another article of export, 
the bark itself being too bulky to pay for the transport. 
From the sea-weed kelp has been made, and with it and 
the suet from the.sheepj and whale-oil, soap is now manu­
factured. The proprietors of the sawing mills are-forming an 
extensive establishment, which is likely to be very useful 
to the colony three circular sawing benches, and three 
vertical sawing frames,are nearly completed, one of which 
is of large dimensions, and capable of admitting a log 
thr6e feet eight inches in diameter; it is also capable of 
cutting circular work for ship building; to these have 
been added a heavy millwright’s turning-lathtf, dutting- 
press, shears for cutting bar iron, a forge, and a cylinder 
and blast for a small iron-foundry, by which means the 
rich iron ore of this island, is now about to be smelted 
and turned to useful purposes : when the whole is com­
pleted, this establishment will be a sort of minor Soho.

The metallic currency o f  the colony for some time con­
sisted principally of Spanish dollars, but the different 
ships that arrived with merchandise so completely drained 
the Settlements of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s 
Land of all specie, that considerable inconvenience in trade 
was felt for want of a circulating medium, and the colonists 
were obliged to issue their own promissory notes for 
different sums, even down so low as sixpenny notes. 
In order therefore to remedy this inconvenience, and to 
retain in the country sufficient specie for the purposes of 
trade, the Governor found it expedient to cause .a piece 
to be cut out of the centre of a great number of dollars, 
and after stamping on each piece the Government mark j 
he proclaimed that the centre piece, (commonly called a 
dump,) should pass for Is. 3d. and the outer circle for 
5 s . ; thus the dollars that have been divided into two 
pieces have remained in the Colony, because they were
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tnade to pass current for 6s. 3d., which exceeded their 
value as bullion. This was found the only way: of re­
taining a metallic currency in the colony 5 and in Van 
Diemen’s Land it is still so scarce that the settlers are 
Qbliged either to exchange in barter their different com­
modities, or resort to the issue of promissory notes, as a 
medium of circulation, . The Proprietors of the Saw 
Mills, however, have it in contemplation to issue six­
penny, shilling, and half-crown tokens, of standard silver, 
that are to be worth their current value as bullion, within 
15 per cent, which reserve is very necessary, in order to 
retain them in the colony. . ,

Taking Van Diemen's Island separately, the annual
< income may be taken as follows:

M oney expended by tlie governm ent fo r the support o f
officers and convicts . . ................................................... £  30,000

M oney expended for foreign shipping . . . .  . . . 3,500
W'lieat, potatoes, &c. exported to P o rt Jack so n  . . . .  5,000:
A rticles o f  export collected by the m erchants a t  th e  S ettle .

m ent, viz. h ides , tallow, seal-skins, wool, and  oil . . ■ 6,000
Sundries .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . a,(MO

£  46,500

T hb D u t i e s  are the same as at Port Jackson, and 
amount to full 50001. per nnnum, and a list of them is. 
annexed; but this amount is expended for the benefit of 
the colonists, one-eighth: is.solely devoted to the educa­
tion of youth, and th e ; remaining seVen-eighths to vari­
ous useful purposes, such, as; the construction and repair 
of roads and bridges, &c. .. . . . .
. The Roads m d  Bridges are various and well con­
structed, under the superjntendance of Major Bell, of 
the 48th regiment, acting Engineer and Inspector o f 
Public Works at Hobart Town. The great line of road 
from Hobart,Town to Port Dalrymple is completed as: 
far as Constitution Hill, and is in rapid progress from 
both extremities; another line extends as far as the Coal 

■ , E
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River anti Pitt Water districts ; and a third leads to the' 
Macquarie district, through New Norfolk, including the 
settlements there bn botli sides the Derwent.

Mr. Wentworth says, “  That eross-roads are made in 
the following m anner:—they mark the trees in the d irect 
tion it should take, and these marks serve as a guide to all 
such as require to travel on i t ;  in a short time the tracks 
of the horses and carts which have passed along it become 
visible, the grass is trodden down, and finally disappears. 
Thus a road is formed, which answers all the pur­
poses of those who have occasion to frequent it. W hen­
ever there happens to be a stream or river which is not 
fordable, it is customary to cut down two or three trees 
on its banks, where it is seen that they will reach the 
other side; across these the boughs are cut, and laid 
close together, and the whole are covered with a suf­
ficient quantity of earth ; but it is well observed, that 
one of the great advantages which this island possesses 
over Port Jackson is, the facility of transporting all kinds 
of agricultural produce to market by means of its fine 
navigable rivers, on tlie banks of which most of the set­
tlers have established their farms. r

A  Court o f  Justice is established at Hobart Town by 
charter, called the Lieutenant-Governor’s Court, at which' 
the Deputy Judge-Advocate presides, along with two of the 
respectable inhabitants, appointed from time to time by 
the Lieutenant-Governor. It is only a civil court for the 
recovery of sums not exceeding fifty pounds; but no 
appeal lies from its decision. The power of this court 
being so limited has been found very detrimental to the 
welfare of the inhabitants, and it is to be hoped that a 
speedy remedy will be applied; for as the law now stands, 
if a man finds it necessary to appeal to a court of law for
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the recovery of any sum above fifty pounds,'* he must 
proceed to Port Jackson, a distance of six hundred miles, 
and apply to the supreme court there for redress, which 
is so troublesome and expensive, that people often forego 
their rights rather than resort to a remedy that is in 
some cases worse than the disease. Criminals frequently 
go unpunished from the same cause, for all criminal of­
fences, beyond the cognizance of the bench of magi­
strates, must go before the supreme court likewise. Eng­
land, so enlightened in jurisprudence, will not suffer so 
glaring an evil to remain much longer without a remedy, 
and when the labours of Mr. Commissioner Bigg (who 
was sent out by Government to enquire into the state of 
the colony,) come before Parliament, it is confidently ex­
pected that there will be some amendment in the admi­
nistration of justice, as it is reported that he has recom­
mended separate Courts of Justice for this Island.

The Military Establishment consists of only two com­
panies, which is amply sufficient for the garrison and 
protection of this island.

B ush-R angers  are runaway convicts, who, absenting 
themselves from the settlements, resort to the woods* where 
there is plenty of game, which enables them to subsist, 
and renders them independent so long as they have a 
supply of ammunition. From 1808 to 1817 they increased 
in numbers, and were guilty of robberies, murders* and 
every species of atrocity. Every measure that could be 
devised was taken for the capture and punishment of 
these wretches: alluring rewards were set upon their - 
heads, and martial law proclaimed throughout the island.

* T h e  inconvenience o f no t being able to recover above 501. in tlie ' 
D ep u ty  Ju d g e  A dvocate’s C oart, is in  some m easure obviated by a  
precau tion  which the  settlers alw ays adop t, ( if  the credit given exceeds 
501.) o f  tak ing bills, or prom isory notes, under that amount, and  thus 
5001. may be recovered in this court, by draw ing 10 bills for 501. each.

E  2
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The respectable inhabitants joined the military in pur­
suit of them, tlie ringleaders were taken, tried, and hung 
in chains, and a proclamation issued, offering a general 
amnesty to all the rest of those delinquents who should 
surrender themselves before a certain day, excepting 
such as had been guilty o f  murder. All who were not 
excluded by the crime of murder availed themselves of 
the pardon thus offered them, and the peaceable inha­
bitants returned to their homes. Michael How, Peter 
Geary, and a few more desperadoes, eleven in number, 
still remained in the woods ; but were at length hunted 
down by Serjeant M ‘Carty and a party of soldiers, and, 
after a good deal of firing in the woods, near Tea-Tree 
brush, Geary was killed, and two others were wounded j 
Currie and Kiegan surrendered, and Jones was afterwards 
killed at Swan Port. A native woman conducted Ser­
jeant M ‘Carty and his party to the haunts of the rest of 
them, upon which occasion W hite and Johnson were 
apprehended. By the 6 th of September the whole of 
the remainder surrendered, except Michael How and 
four of his associates, who at length became dishearten­
ed ; and, in order to obtain their own pardon, resolved to 
deliver him into the hands of justice. In the attempt to 
take him alive, one of them was shot dead by him, and 
another dangerously wounded; but the other two at 
length overpowered him and cut off his head, which 
they delivered to the Lieutenant-Governor. The Sydney 
Gazette, of October 4, 1817, contains the above particu­
lars ; but since that period little has been heard of Bush- 
ranging, and Governor Macquarie, in his details of his 
last visit to this island, does not even mention them. The 
quantity of respectable- settlers that have lately gone to 
this island, and the still greater quantity that are now 
going, will so far improve the state of society, that in
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all probability, Bush-ranging has been entirely suppressed.
N That cattle stealing and robberies should sometimes 

occur, will not surprise any one. Even in England peo­
ple would be robbed if they did not bolt their doors, and 
are sometimes robbed notwithstanding that precaution ; 
but in this fine island, where land is so plentiful, nobody 
of industrious habits need want (which is usuaily the 
main inducement to plunder); and therefore it is fair to 
presume, that the farmers of this colony will be ns 
exempt from depredation as those of other countries.*

Lieut. Governor Sorell’s great anxiety for the general 
welfare of the colony is plainly evinced by his unceasing 
exertion for the public good. The Police of Hobart 
Town is managed in such a superior manner, that Mr. 
Commissioner Bigg has taken particular notice of it in 
his Report to Parliament j and now that n coercive Es­
tablishment is formed at Macquarie Harbour, all delin­
quents are removed from their sphere of action, who 
prove a pest to the community, with greater facility than 
heretofore, and are made to undergo die punishment due 

' to their misconduct.
The state o f Society has thus been gradually meliora­

ting, and is now rapidly improving by the accession of a 
great number of respectable settlers, some of whom are 
people of considerable property, and have taken out with 
them some well-bred horses, cattle, and Spanish sheep, 
which will tend to improve the stock of the country.

An Agricultural Society has also been formed, which is 
likely to excite emulation among the farmers, and im­
prove the present mode of culture.

* Many people , on their first arrivat in  the colony, have w ritte n  
hom e to their friends about the Bush R angers, w ithout explaining th a t 
i t  was old news. The free se ttlers a re  now so num erous th a t Bush 
R angers would have little  chance in th e ir  desperate undertak ing , bu t 
th a t  o f  being  hunted  down like m ad dogs.
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‘ A  Gazette is published at Hobart Town weekly, by M r.
^  ' A. Bain, which serves as a medium of intelligence. All 

the Foreign News, and the arrival and departure of ships 
and passengers is duly noted, as wqll as all sales by auc* 
tion or private contract; thus, whatever any of the colonists 
have for sale, or wish to purchase, is made known to the 
whole colony at once for a very moderate expense, the 
usual charge for a common advertisement being about 
3s. Gd. ,

Field Sports.—The coursing of the emu and kangaroo 
furnishes sport and exercise equal to stag-hunting in 
Europe. The meat of the latter is equal to venison, and 
the tail makes excellent soup, superior to ox-tail soup. 
The general weight o f the kangaroo is from forty to 
one hundred pounds, but some have been killed 
weighing one hundred arid forty pounds; the flesh is 
brown and full of gravy, but it has no f a t : on which 
account some fat pork is generally cooked along with i t ; 
the form of this singular animal is wel described in the 
plate annexed; but its mode of propagation has hitherto 
baffled the enquiry "bf naturalists; the female has an 
abdominal pouch, with two terfts, in which the young take 
shelter in time of danger; a'nd when the apperture is 
closed it cannot be opened by the hand but with great 
difficulty, or absolute force. In this way the mother pro­
tects its young, and, hops away, or rather takes vast 
bounds, often to the extent of ten yards at a time, by 
which means it goes so fast, that it requires a good dog 
to come up with i t ; strange as it may appear, the young 
are first perceived adhering to the teat, like a wart,.in a 
very minute state, not larger than a p ea ; they get larger 
by degrees, and finally drop off the teat into the pouch, 
where the mother suckles them. The flesh of the emu 
is like young beef, and is considered wholesome and
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nutntive: m form jt resembles the ostrich, ^ a n c l^ ;
nearly!as large; when standing upright they are coiuif 
monly seven feet h igh; the bill is not materially different 
fijom that of the common cassowary, but tlie horny ap­
pendage, or helmet, on the top of the head of the latter, 
is entirely wanting in the emu, whose head and neck are 
covered with feathers; whereas, in the common casso­
wary, the head and neck are carunculated like the tur­
key : the plumage in general consists of a mixture of 

thrown and grey, and the feathers are curled or bent at 
the ends in the natural state; the wings are so very short 
as to be useless for flight, and can scarcely be distin­
guished from the rest of the plumage, and, when stripped 
of the feathers, do not measure above three or four inches; 
the feathers that adorn the rump are very thick, but not 
materially different, from the others, except in being 
longer; the legs, which are very strong, and about three 
feet long, *are jagged or sawed the whole of their length 
at the back part, with two toes on each foot, the largest 
of which is commonly five inches long, including the 
claw, so that they are admirabjy. formed for running, 
and often outstrip in speed the swiftest dogs. Its. weight 
is usually from sixty to one hundred and twenty pounds,' 
and though in general the most gentle animal in nature, 
he will sometimes defend himself with his beak and feet, 
and such is the force of his motion, that a man cannot 
withstand the shock. They are, however, easily tamed, 
and Mrs. Reiby, of Sydney, assured me that she had a 
pair of emus that used to . range her yard, protect her 
premises, and perform the office usually allotted to a 
house-dog. If  a stranger intruded himself, the emu in­
terposed, and if he did not quickly retire, the emu never 
failed to throw him down by a push with his foot against 
the head or breast, and continued to hold him down with
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his foot until he was called off by some of the initiates 
of the house, when he would quickly release his prisoner, 
and allow him to pass. In order to enjoy the sports of 
the field, it is necessary to go beyond the limits of col io­
nization, and pitch a tent over night on some spot that 
the game is known to frequent. Early in the morning 
the sport commences, and it is not unusual for the dogs

- to start flocks of birds and kangaroos, consisting of se­
venty or eighty of each kind. Lieutenant Jeffreys ob­
serves, however, that their numbers rather diminish the 
idea of sport, flock succeeds flock so rapidly, that twenty- 
.six kangaroos have been killed in one morning, and 
before nine o’clock two bullock-carts have bfeen filled 
v ith  these animals and emus 5 this lavish system of 
butchering ought to be prohibited, otherwise the extinc­
tion of these valuable animals will be the consequence. 
Although there are none of the birds, called game in 
England, still there is an infinite number of others, many 
of which are hot known in Europe.' The wattle-bird is 
considered a great delicacy j quails are in great abun­
dance, and are an excellent substitute for the partridge } 
there are also snipes, widgeons, moorhens, teals, and 
mountain-ducks, wild-ducks, black swans, and a  variety 
jof other birds, to which no name has yet been given. 
The bandicoot and kaugaroo-rat are very plentiful, and 
afford about the,same diversion as the hare and rabbit.
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EMIGRANTS GUIDE
/

TO

W a n  Stemett’ g S a n tf.

THE

T h e 'f irs t step to be taken by the person intending to 
emigrate either to Van Diemen’s Island or New South 
Wales, is to write a respectful letter to Earl Bathurst, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, begging for a grant 
of land, and stating the amount of his capital; as it 
must be understood that, in future, all grants o f  lands are 
to be proportioned to tlie emigrant's means o f  cultivation.* 
To th is . application he will receive such an answer as is 
usually made from the Under Secretary of State, whose 
letter will merely say, that his request is complied with ; 
but the quantity of land will not be specified, as it is 
usual to leave that point wholly to the Governor; the 
grant, however, to the ordinary class of emigrants, is 
usually from 800 to 800 acres, and the Secretary of 
State’s answer is all the proof that is required of the emi­
grant’s having received the sanction of Government.

However, as there are many worthy farmers who are 
not much accustomed to writing letters, and may be 
diffident about the proper mode of addressing a Secretary 

, of State, the following letter may, perhaps, be serviceable 
' to them, as a form of application for a grant of land.

* B y a  rccen t colonial regulation, no g ran t to  any em igrant is to  
. exceed 1200 acres, le t liis cap ita l be ever so large, w ithout a  special 

o rd er from  the  colonial departm ent in England.
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No. 2 1, H igh Street, Derhy, Jan. 1 ,1 0 2 ? .

i M y L o r d ,
B ein g  desirous o f  se ttling  in V an D iem en 's L an d  w ith m y 

w ife and th ree  children , I  tak e  the  liberty  o f  soliciting from  yo n r 
Lordship tho favor o f  a  g ra n t o f land in proportion  to my p ro p erty  
(w hich  consists o f  5001.), and the  usual indulgcncies afforded to  free 

se ttlers.
I  respectfully b eg  leave to  re fe r  to  M r. Thom as Jen k in s, M iller, o f  

H ertfo rd , an d  M r. W illiam  Jones, T a n n e r, o f  Y o rk , fo r sncb inform a­
tion  as m ay be  requ ired  respec ting  m y ch a ra c te r  and  p ro p e rty , and 
have the  honour to be

Y onr L ordsh ip’*
' M ost obedient, hnm ble S ervan t,

T h o m a s  G o r d o n .
To

The Jiight Hon. E a rl B a thurst, Secretary 
q f Slate fo r  the Colonial Department,
Uoiening Street, Westminster.

On receipt of this letter, Earl Bathurst will send a 
printed letter to Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Jones, requesting 
information as to the charactcr and property of 'Mr. 
Thomas Gordon; and if the answers are satisfactory, the 
following printed letter will be sent in reply in about nine 
or ten days.

■ Colonial Department, Downing Street, 
January  10 ,1832.

S ir ,  ' '
I n rep ly  to  yonr app lica tion  o f  the 1st in stan t, fo r a  g ran t o f 

land in V an D iem en’s L and , I  am  d irec ted  by L o rd  B a th u rs t to tra n s*  
in it to you herew ith a  L e tte r  to  th e  G overnor o f  th a t  Colony, for a  g ran t 
o f  land upon your arriva l, in p roportion  to  the  m eans you m ay posses* 
o f  bringing th e  sam e in to  cultivation.

I  am , S i r , "
Y our m ost obed ien t Servant,.

J .  R . W il m o t .
To .

M r, Thomas Gordon,
S I, H igh Street, D erby. ' '
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The emigrant being thus in possession oif his sealed
■ letter > of introduction to Lieutenant-Governor Sorell, is, 

often desirous of knowing its contents, and how much 
land he is to have, and it may be satisfactory to know 

' that its contents, which are printed, are as follows :—*'

D onning Street, January 10th, 1822.
S i r ,

I  a h  d irected  by  L ord  B a thu rst to  acquain t you, th a t h e  has 
given perm ission to  the  bearer, M r. Thom as G ordon, to proceed as a  
F ree  S e ttle r  to th e  Settlem ent o f  Van D iem en's L and  ; and I  am to  
desire th a t you w ill m ake to him , upon his arrival, a  g ran t of land , in 
p roportion  to  th e  m eans which he m ay possess o f bringing the sam e 
in to  cultivation.

I  am , Sir,
Y cn r s.’ost obedient, hum ble Servan t,

J .  R . W il m o t .
To

L ie u t .-governor_ Sorell, Officer administering 
the Government 6 f  Van Diemen's Land.

There is a regulation of some standing, that no encou­
ragement is given to emigrants who do not possess 5001. 
or upwards; but whether it is in money, or goods, is not 
m aterial; &nd it might so happen, that goods which cost 
2501. in England, might be worth 5001. in the colony. 
This hint may be useful to Emigrants whose means are 
circumscribed; but this impolitic restraint, it is to be 
hoped, will soon be removed, as it causes many of those 
whose means are scanty, to betake themselves to the 
United States of America, and which certainly cannot be 
the object of the British Government; neither have they 
the power (o prevent emigration to Van Diemen’s Land or 
N e w  South W ales; for,by the 53d of George the Hid. chap. 
155, sec. 39y it is expressly enacted, that it shall be law-

* T h e  au th o r had an o pportun ity  o f  seeing the contents o f  one o f  
le t te rs , authorizing a  g ran t o f  land, which was le ft unsealed.



ful for any of liis Majesty’s subjects to proceed to, and 
reside at any place, situated more to the southward than 
11° of south latitude, or more to the westward than 64°, 
o r m ore  to the eastward than 150° east longitude from 
London, for any lawful purpose, without any license what­
ever, so that supposing the Emigrant should not have 
obtained the Secretary of State’s permission to settle there, 
and on his arrival in these colonies, the customary en­
couragements are withheld from him in consequence, (but 
which is not at all probable,) still it will be an eaisy mat­
ter for him.to purchase freehold land, twenty miles from 
Hobart Town, for five shillings the statute acre. But it 
does hot appear that the regulation before mentioned is 
acted upon in the colony, for the Governor is in the habit 
of making grants of land, from fifty to one thousand 
acres, to respectable individuals, without any recommen­
dation from the Secretary of State for the Colonies what­
ever.

Formerly Government used to allow a free.passage to 
Emigrants, in the transport ships, with rations for them­
selves and familiesj but this has been discontinued, and 
free Traders are the only vessels in which u passage can 
be procured.

T h e  E x p e n s e  o f  t u b  P a s s a o e  a n d  F u e io h t,  is of so 
much importance to emigrants, and more particularly to 
those who have large families, that I  have devoted much 
time and attention to the subject; 1 have been on board 
almost every ship that has taken its departure from Lon­
don bound for Van Diemen’s Land and New South Wales 
for the last two years, and having witnessed numerous 
bargains and contracts between persons intending to 
emigrate and captains of ships, I trust I shall be able to 
lay before my readers such satisfactory information as 
will enable them to estimate the expense of a passage fo r.
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r tany given number of individuals, whether grown persons 

or children, according to their respective ages, and there­
by save even those who live in London the trouble of 
making enquiries, and those who live in the country from 
writing long letters, which, from being oftentimes not 
sufficiently explicit, and in consequence not thoroughly 
understood by the Ship Brokers, are answered in a man* 
ner alike unsatisfactory.

The result is frequently a protracted correspondence, 
whicli in some cases has proved exceedingly troublesome

- to the Ship Brokers, as well as expensive in postage.
The sum required for a passage seems, at first sight, so 

considerable to persons, unacquainted with the nature of 
such a voyage, that it sometimes excites suspicion: of a 
design to impose on them, when in fact only fair and 
equitable terms are demanded. It is therefore desirable 
that emigrants should be enabled to treat for a passage . 
with that confidence in their own judgment which people 
usually possess in the more ordinary affairs of: life,, and 
that they should be enabled to reason fairly and correctly 
on the subject. . * ^

F r e i g h t  signifies the sum charged per ton for the car­
riage of any thing by water, and which charge varies ip 
proportion to the quantity of ships waiting fox cargoes 
and passengers. . . . ,

There are different modes of estimating a ton of freight j 
for instance, iron, lead, copper, and some other (as they 
are termed) heavy goods are charged per ton, consisting of 
twenty hundred weight j but two butts, or. four hogs­
heads are, by custom, reckoned as a ton, and so are two 
puncheons of rum, or two pieces of brandy^ or twd pipes 
of wine, or 252 gallons of oil.

A ton of measurement goods consists of forty solid feety 
according to custom, and all sorts of baggage, cases*
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trunks, b<»xes, bales, crates, agricultural implements, 
'household furniture, and what are termed dry goods, in 
general, are of this denomination, and charged according 
to the number of solid feet each package contains, taking 
measure from the outside: but when ironmongery is 
packed so close that the freight would amount to more 
by weight than by measurement, then in such case the 
captain claims the right of charging by weight.

■ To estimate the probable freight of any package, it is 
first necessary to ascertain the charge per ton, and sup­
posing it be six pounds per ton, or 120 shillings, which 
is the same thing, divide that amount by 40 (which is 
the number of solid feet in a ton) and it shows the price 
per solid foot to be three shillings. If the charge is 
five pounds per ton, the solid foot, by the same rule, will 
be half-a-crown, and thus by measuring the number of 
solid feet in any' trunk or package, the freight may be 
ascertained. - '
’ The charge fu r  a passage is much influenced by the 
current rate of freight for measurement goods, as it will 
in every case materially depend upon the quantity of- 
room or space required for personal accommodation. It 
has also been noticed, that when ships are much less than 
six feet high between the: decks, the space cannot be 
profitably occupied, so as to admit of having one bed 
above another in each berth; and it is certain that two 
persons in a berth, that is sijc feet high, occupying two 
beds one above the other, will find themselves much 
more comfortable than a single person can be, with 
a whole berth to himself, that is only five feet high or 
le s s ; because, if he should be driven to his cabin by the 
state of the weather, or by sickness, or if  while dressing 
and undressing he should always be obliged to assume a 
crooked posture, he would find it a great inconvenience
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during a voyage of four months or more, and the differ­
ence in expense between half a berth and a whole berth, 
(even supposing it to be a foot lower,) must of course be 
considerable.

In. laying down a plan to estimate the value of the 
space occupied by a single'person or a family in the 
cabin, I shall proceed on the supposition that the between 
decks of the vessel are six feet high, and that the berths 
are six feet long and six feet wide, which, multiplied to­
gether, will be found to admeasure

216 solid feet.
An equal share o f  the dining<cal)in, into . .

w hich the sleeping-berth opens, and 
i w hich m ust o f  necessity be k ep t clear 

from all goods and m erchandize to ac- '
com m odate the  passengers during their
m eals , an d  Bhelter them  during bad ,
w eather, s a y ............................................. 216 m ore solid feet.

T o ta l solid feet 432 in each sleeping berth . 
A d d  the  space required for the  stowage 

o f  w ate r and provisions fo r two single 
persons, say a  ton and a  half, or 60 feet 
each  . . . . . . ....................................... 120 solid feet.

• 552
Six pounds p e r  T en freight, is equal to e .

th ree  shillings for each solid foot of 
space, therefore m ultiply by  , . . . 3  shillings,

Amounts to  . 1656 shil. w hich is 821.16s. 
fo r the m ere space occupied by  one sleeping berth  capable o f 
accom m odating tw o single individuals in separa te  beds, and thus 
establishing the price of each cabin bed a t 411. 8s., to  which is to  be 
added the victualling expenses, which will be explained separately.

The steerage is not usually fitted up so handsomely as 
the cabin, neither is there the same extent of space left 
for a mess-room, so that a steerage.berth may be rated 
at about 501. which brings the value of each steerage-



bed to 251., to which is to be added the victualling ex­
penses.

It 1ms been usual, in Government and private con­
tracts, to charge all children above thirteen years old as 
grown persons, and all under that age at half price, but 
by such a regulation the charge is often much out o f  
proportion, for instance, half price is too much for a 
child of five, six, or seven years old, and upon those who 
have large families the expense falls so heavy as to pre­
clude altogether the possibility of emigrating, therefore 
when a man and his wife engage a berth, all idea of profit 
upon their children should be relinquished: the charge 
in such case ought be as low as possible, and experience 
has proved that the victualling of children with every 
necessary comfort has been accomplished in the steerage 
for one guinea per head for every year old, viz. five 
guineas for a child five years old, ten guineas for a child 
ten years old, and so on in proportion to their age ; and 
the victualling of children in the cabin may be estimated 
at twenty-five shillings per head for every year old in like 
manner.

• The victualling of gentlemen in the cabin may be 
accomplished for thirty guineas each, and ladies at twenty- 
five guineas.
. In the steerage men can be victualled for about twenty 

guineas, and women for about seventeen guineas.*
W ith these particulars it will be easy to estimate the 

expense of a passage for a single gentleman or lady, or

* I f  a  passenger wishes to victuat him self,under the  id ea  th a t he  can 
do it  cheaper, he m ust recollect th a t the  fre igh t o f  a  bag  o f  b iscu it 
exceeds its original value considerab ly ; and  the m ode, o f  cookingon  
board ship is b u t ill ad ap ted  for separa te  v ic tu a llin g ; he m ust also la y  
in  seven months' provision, to  b ar all delays and  accidents, and with 
the waste th a t takes place, he  will p robab ly  find h im self ou t o f  p o ck e t 
by the undertaking. .

64
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■a family consisting of any number of persons, of what­
ever age or sex, either in the cabin or steerage, viz.

Estimate o f the Passage fo r  a single Person.
A n en tire  Cabin-bertli six f eet square. . . . . . . . . . . 8 2  16 0
V ictualling  fo r a  single G entlem an.......................... .................. . 3 1  l o  o

T o ta l expense for Ihe passage...114 6 0 .

From this sum something may be deducted, because a 
single gentleman, having no companion in the same berth, 
will be enabled to stow away in his room a great many 
small packages, and thereby save something considerable 
in freight, which he would otherwise have to pay for at 
the rate of 2s. Gd. or 3s. per foot, if'slowed away in the' 
ship’s hold. .

Estimate o f the Passage fo r  Two single Gentlemen, supposing 
them to le brothers or friends, with a Calin-lerth between 
them, containing two beds, one above the other. \

E xpense o f  each G entlem an’s h a lf  B erth  o r B ed-place...i,.£ ’ 41 8 0 
E x p en se  o f V ictualling each G entlem an...... ............ .................. 31 10 0

T ota l expense o f  a  cabin  passage for a  single G entlem an '.. 72 ' 18 o

• E s tim a te  o f  th e  P a ssa g e  o f  a  F a m ily .
A n en tire  C abin-beith  with two B e d -p la c e s ......   ........ £  82 16 0
E xpense o f  Victualling a  G entlem an i . . . . . . . '...............  ........ . . . .  31 10 0

D itto  a  L a d y .. . . . . ; . . . ...... ............. . ............... . 26 5  0
i D itto  a  Child a t 3 years old, a t  25s. p e r y e a r  old 3 15 0

D itto  ditto  5 d itto  25s. d itto ......... 6 5 0
D itto  : : ditto 9 y i t t o 1 2 5 s^  ‘ d it to .» .. .  11 ' 5 0

- T o ta l expense o f a  cabin  p a s sa g e .. . . . . l6 l  .16 0

W ith the foregoing estimate it must be understood, tliaf 
the upper bed in the berth must be made wide enough for 
a married couple, and the lower one for three children* ;

F
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Estimate o f a Passage in the Steerage fo r  Two single Persons 
in a Berth, with Two Beds, one alove the other.

Expense o f  each Person’s half B erth’ o r B ed-p lace..................... 25 0  0
V ictualling a  M an .................................................................... 21 0 n

T ota l expense o f  a  steerage passage for a  single m a n * .. . '46 (> 0

Estimate o f  a Steerage Passage fo r  a Family.
A it en tire  S teerage  B erth  w ith T w o B ed-p laces................. . 60 0  0
V ictualling for a  M an.................................. ....................................... 31 0  0

'  D itto  a  W o m a n .............. ................. ............... l ?  17 0
D itto ,,  a  Child 3 years old a t  21s. p e r year old . . . . . .  3 3 0
D itto  - d itto  5 d itto  2 ts ,  ' d itto   ................................  5 5 0
D itto  d itto  7  d itto  21s. d i t t o ..............i 7 7 0

T o ta l enxpese o f  a steerage passage fo r a  fa m ily .»• «104 12 0

A W .—T he 43d o f  G eo. I I I . ,  com m only called  th e  P assenger A ct, 
having  been found defective and  unintellig ib le , G overnm ent surveyors 
w ere  d irec ted  to  ascerta in  the quan tity  o f space requisite fo r th e  good 
a n d  wholesome accom m odation o f  a  passen g er; an d , a f te r  due  inves­
tigation, they  rep o rted , th a t tbe  least th a t  ought to  b e  allow ed, was 
s ix  feet long by  tw o feet b road , o f th e  w hole heigh t betw een decks : 
and  all the  foregoing- estim ates, for the  conveyance o f  single persons 
o r  families, w ill be  found w ithin the  lim its o f  the p roposed regulation .

The victualling in the cabin for the money before 
stated will consist of every thing requisite for the voyage, 
such as tea, coffee, sugar, butter, and biscuit, wine, 
spirits, and beer; corned beef, hams, tongues, tripe, and 
fresh meat as long as the live stock lasts. If the vessel 
happens to go direct without touching at any port to 
refresh, they are obliged to have recourse to their rice 
and plum puddings, and their hams, tongues, tripe, and 
preserved meats and soups, in tin-cases, to relieve them

* A  steerage passage lias been offered fo r <£35, w hen the  individual 
has m essed and  slep t as tbe sailors do.



from the standing dishes of Irish Salt beef and pork ; 
and peas-soup, and peas-pudding, to which they are at 
last generally obliged to resort, if the voyage happens to 
be protracted.
• The victualling in the steerage will consist of a suf­
ficiency of the best Irish salt beef and pork, peas-soup, 
and peas-pudding, and if potatoes are in season, they 
are generally served out as long as they last good; rice 
and plum puddings form an occasional relief from salt 
provision, and (if agreed for,) tea and sugar, with half a 
pint of rum, are included in the daily allowance.
• Those passengers who are subject to a delicate state of

^health, or violent sea-sickness, will do well to lay in a 
small private stock of preserved meat and soup, and 
some grOats or oatn\eal for gruel. A ship’s galley, how* 
ever, is, even in fine weather, but a very fnconvenient 
kitchen, and as the kettles are large, and generally made 
to fit the fire-place, the cook has enough to do to cook 
for the ship’s company and passengers in the regular 
way, without being troubled with extra kettles and sauce­
pans j and in bad weather it is almost, and sometimes 
quite impossible to warm a basin of soup or gruel, or 
even to make a cup of tea, at any other than the regular 
hour for preparing hot water for the rest of the persons 
on board. '

T o remedy this inconvenience, an admirable cooking 
apparatus on a small scale has been invented, which 
packs up all complete in a tin case, not larger than twice 
the size of a gentleman’s hat, it contains a saucepan for 
making gruel or soup, or for stewing, with a moveable 
steamer over it that will serve to cook potatoes or other 
vegetables, a fryingpan, that will dress a rasher of bacon 
or a slice of ham, and a very flat tea-kettle that will hold 
three pints of water: either the fryingpato, saucepan, or

v 2
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kettle, can alternately be placed on the stand over an 
Argand-lamp, which is fixed below, and boils the water 
in ten or twelve minutes. In other respects it cooks as 
speedily as a good fire, consuming only about a,penny-- 
worth of oil during each hour i t 'i s  in use. The stand 
has a bale handle, (like that of a common p a ilj  and can 
be moved about at pleasure while boiling or cooking, and. 
by being hung up by the handle is not impeded , in its 
operation by the rolling of a ship in stormy weather.

Thus passengers who are provided with preserved meats 
or soups, or other comforts, will be able at all times to 
cook whatever they require, when it is, perhaps, Impos­
sible to place a kettle or saucepan on the galley .fire; 
Messrs. Adams and Morris, 32, Parliament Street, W est­
minster, are the inventors of this useful machine, which 
costs about two pounds* and after it lias rendered services 
on the voynge, (that will never be forgot,) it will be 
found a very convenient portable kitchen upon any hunt­
ing, shooting, or fishing excursion. r -j —ij ,
.,  The meats and . soups, (previously referred to,) that, 
arc preserved by being hermetically sealed up in tin- 
casej, are now to be depended on, they have so often 
been sent to the East Indies, and, even after, returning 
homeagain, have uniformly opened in such good condjtipn> 
that the meat in appearance and flavour seemed,as if jt, 
had only been cooked on the previous day, and; wl|Cn 
fresh warmed up, could not be distinguished, from, other, 
meat , that had been recently killed, nnd fresh cookcd, 
If, however, any scepticism remains on the.;subject, j t ,  
ought to be removed by the very respectable attestations 
that-are annexed to this little volume, together,with.the, 
narpes and residences of the different patentees, \ylio. 
prepare this excellent article o f  food, which Jg: now 
getting i(Uo such; very, general use.; ,
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Passengers' should know that they each have• to find 
their own bed and bedding,1 pewter wash-hand basin, 
water-bottle and chamber-pot, towels and sheets; a hair 
or wool mattress is, perhaps, preferable to a feather­
bed, as it is more con veniently brought upon deck to airi 

All other cabin-furniture is furnished by the captain 
of the ship, such as crockery, glass, knives, forks, 
spoons,and table-linen. ‘About five pints of water are 
usually allbwed to each individual'per day on East India 
and New South Wales voyages, which ;is drank in 
tea, coffee, sotipj or ‘grog; the captain estimates every 
gallon of wiiter as equal to sixpence in value, and as 
only a certain quantity is laid’ in, nobody is allowed to 
Waste a single glass. The passengers, as well as the crew, 
generally wash themselves in sea-water, and there is h 
sort of soap sold at Gravesend, close to the water Side, 
that serves the^purpose of washing in sea-water, and is 
but a trifle dearer than common soap. ’ ‘

The washing of linen, however, is but inconveniently 
performed on board ship, and therefore those who can 
afford it will do well to take three dozen of shirts, arid if 
one half of them are slop shirts, which cost only three 
shillings each, they will answer every purpose of cleanli­
ness on the voyage,' and be fit for convict servants after­
wards. Where economy is the object of emigrants, I  
can strongly recommend them to Messrs. Early, No. 75, 
Minories, (respectable: slop-sellers,) whoi always keep a 
large stock of blankets,'ready-made linen, and clothing 
of all sorts and sizes, suitable for emigrants and their 
servants j I  had a'frock-coat^ vvaistcoat, and trowsers 
made by them of drab nankeen1, of excellent qualityj for 
the moderate sum of twenty-nine shillings, whereas if I 
had ‘bought the cloth myself, the mere making of the 
suit would probably have cost as much. • ^
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The greatest care should be observed in packing: in-the 
securest manner all goods that are liable to damage; a 
ship’s hold is always more or less damp, and it is a great 
disappointment on opening a package or trunk at the 
end of so long a voyage to find the contents all covered 
with blue mould, which is very commonly the case ;<* for 
which reason, all bright steel goods that are, liable to 
ru s t,  plated goods that tarnish, haberdashery, silks, and 
coloured cottons, which are liable to fade or mildew, 
musical instruments, looking-glasses, and various other 
goods requiring great care, are frequently packed in 
cases lined with tin, or thin milled sheet lead, and after 
being carefully soldered up, the lid of the outer wooden 

- case is well screwed or nailed on, aud the case entirely 
bound round at both ends with iron-hoop, and clamped 

' Tith iron-plates at the corners. This mode is rather ex­
pensive in the first instance, but the metal is always 
worth its cost in the colony, and the goods, if so packed, 
are sure to arrive in good condition. But good, trunks, 
strong boxes, or cases, wlH do very well, if made of 
seasoned wood, close jointed, and clamped with iron-

- .plates at .the corners; particularly if well painted on thq 
outside, which is a good precaution against the damp of 
the ship’s hold: good handles are frequently the means 
of saving packages from rough usage, but strength is 
indispensible, as the packages frequently, and sometimes 
unavoidably, get very roughly handled during the stow­
age of the ship, and also by the porters on the quays. ' 

Every passenger should note down in a memorandum 
book the mark and number of each package and its con­
tents, &c. The broker for the ship should also be fur-

I t  lies been rem arked by experienced persons, th a t slop clothing 
th a t has been m erely packed  in .bales, h a t been found covered with 
spots when opened. . . t . ,



nlshed with a list, not only containing the mark and 
number of each package, but the particulars of its con- ’ 
tents and value, and whether it consists of baggage or 
merchandize, which it will hereafter be seen is absolutely 
necessary to enable him to transact the necessary Cus­
tom-house business, and at the same time it may be as 
well for the passenger to entrust the broker with his 
keys, unless he is sure that lie can attend in person at 
the time of shipping his baggage and goods, for if some 
one is not in attendance with the keys when the custom­
house searchers come to inspect them, they will not 
allow them to be shipped, and they remain on the quays 
liable to a charge of two shillings each night for watch- ’ 
ing them. 1

Custom-house Entries have been sometimes made by 
the passengers themselves, or they have employed such 
of their private friends as were used to transact such bu­
siness, to do it for them : but I recommend the broker oF 
the 'sh ip  in preference to trusting to themselves, or to 
any other person, for this reason, if there happens to be 
any mistake in the cockets or entries, it is quite easy for 
him to rectify them while he is clearing the ship; but if 
they are made by other people, it is exceedingly difficult, 
to rectify such mistakes; the passenger will frequently 
experience the mortification of being obliged to return 
from Gravesend to London to rectify his own blunders, 
or those of his broker, or half-cxperienced acquaintance, 
who may have transacted his Custom-house business; 
and therefore the surest way of avoiding these Custom-1 
house difficulties, from which passengers do not fre-- 
quently know how to extricate themselves, (when any 
irregularity occurs,) is invariably to employ the broker for  
the ship: evert if passengers are competent to transact 
the business themselves, the saving is not worth consi-
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deration; as the broker’s charge for the cocket, entry, 
and clearing, is usually no more than from twelve shillings 
and sixpence, to seventeen shillings and sixpence, ac­
cording to the trouble the business gives him.

Passengers’ baggage and apparel necessary fo r  their 
use during the voyage is allowed to be shipped free of 
duty; but a regular baggage entry must be made at the. 
Custom-house. * '

The Duty upon such British manufactured goods as 
are allowed to be exported, is ten shillings upon every, 
hundred pounds value; but British manufactured piece- 
goods of cotton and linen, are allowed to be exported 
free of duty, unless made up into wearing-apparel, in 

. which case the duty of ten shillings becomes payable. 
The exportation of worsted is forbidden, and there is 

no clause in the act of prohibition, that even admits of 
so small a quantity as four or five pounds weight being, 
exported. If, therefore, passengers talie a little to mend 
their stockings, it may be well to apprise them that if 
the Custom-house officer sees it, it is liable to seizure. , 
..There are many kinds of merchandize upon , which, 

after exportation, a drawback of the duties may be 
claimed, viz. silks, ribbons, window and all other sorts o f 
glass, wine and spirits, all kinds of printed cottons, soap,

■ beer in casks, leather, shoes, and many other articles; 
but as thp cost of the drawback-bond and debenture is 
usually from thirty-five to forty shillings, i t  is not worth 
while incurring that expence and trouble, unless the 
drawback amounts at least to double the sum. - '

Every ship that carries more,than fifty persons includ­
ing the crew, is obliged, by act of parliament, to carry a 
surgeon, who is required to exhibit his diploma, to make 
oath that he , has a proper medicine-chcst on board, and
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to  deliver in  a lis t o f  its contents to the proper officer o f  

cu sto m s..-*  --1 i..r-

. T h e  captain o f  every ship is bound to deliver in  to the  
C ustom s a list o f  all the provisions and water on board, 
and to  m ake, oath to the sam e. I t  is then the business 

o f  the searching officer o f  Custom s at- G ravesend, to ( 
ascerta in  that the quantity is  sufficient for the num ber  

o f  persons on board, o f  w hich the captain*gives in  a list, 
conta in ing  the nam es o f  the passengers; and crew.; , ,

, A fter th e  vessel p y o c e e d s to  sea , the com fort o f  th e  

passengers w ill very materially depend upon their ow n  

c o n d u c t: more or less, bustle and confusion is :always to  

b e exp ected  w h ile  th e  vessel is at G ravesend, a$ all the  

b oxes and lum ber seldom  get jud iciously  -stow ed away 

in  su itable p laces until the vessel gets clear o f  the la n d .. 
D u rin g  this, interval?.-(which often proves very trying, to  

som e-tem pers) the captain and other officers o f  the ship  

h ave such a ; variety o f  business to attend to, that it  is 

in cu m b en t on the passengers not. to plague or im portune  

th e m u n n e c e ssa r ily ; the greatest spirit o f  accom m odation  
should  prevail on all sides, and after a few  days som e o f  

th e  w«ter casks are generally shook up into, bundles j and  

so  m uch o f  the bread and. p rov ision s;consum ed,- that 

1 m ore room is  afforded by, degrees, both for the accom ­

m odation o f  the passengers, and th e  stow age o f  their  
lu g g a g e ; thus all persons on board w ill gradually find  

th em selves m ore com fortable than at first se ttin g  out.
A s passengers have no other opportunity o f  absenting  

th em selves from each others com pany than by retiring to  

their  respective berths, the greatest decorum should 'be  

observed, for i f  any o f  them  indulge in boisterous jok es  

or fam iliarity, som e d isagreeable m isunderstanding is  

alm ost sure to  ensuev  I t  has a lso been observed that the. 

form ation  o f  parties has generally  been productive o f

, 73" ,
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quarrels and disorder, for am ong a variety o f  disposition*, , 
so  associated into what is called  a party, it has’frequently  

happened that th e  m ost officious and quarrelsom e person 

o f  the w hole has taken the lead , and by som e petty slander, 
or other undue in flu en ce, has contrived to draw the 

rest into cabals, w hich , in  several in stan ces, has destroyed  

all harmony for the rest o f  the voyage.
It w ill at a l lu m e s  be extrem ely  d ifficult, i f  not {tfmost 

im possib le, for a num ber o f  fam ilies form ing a party of 

friendly acquaintance to wind up their several affairs, so . 

as to  be all ready for departure at the sam e tim e, and 

there is a recent proof o f the fo lly  o f  such an undertaking  
exem plified by th e  W esleyan  m ethodists, that were to  

have sailed on board th e  sh ip  H o p e .
T h is  party w ill, no doubt, b e  lo n g  rem em bered by the 

H on . Board o f  C ustom s, and the other departm ents o f 

G overnm ent, not for their p iety , but for the w icked  

m alevolence they d isplayed in  th e course o f  an inquiry* 

into their supposed grievances against the ow ners o f  that 

sh ip , whom they nearly contrived to ruin, by their cabals, 
into w hich they drew a L ieu ten an t in  th e N avy , w ho was 

induced to  take upon h im se lf th e  odious office o f  in­
form er; and a ci-devant clerk o f  the B ank  o f  E ngland , 

(remarkable for his egotism ) w ho also becam e their tool, 

and drew up those fu lm inating  charges against theow ners, 
w hich seem  to have burst lik e  so  m any bubbles upon due 

enquiry before the H o n . Board o f  C ustom s, exc itin g  no 

other feeling  than contem pt for the authors o f  falsehoods 

so  selfish and atrocious.

M any people have been induced to form very erroneous 

opinions relative to the seizure of. th is sh ip , and the  

conduct o f  the ow ners, in consequence o f  the garbled ex -' 
parte statem ents, that were so im properly inserted in-
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several o f  the newspapers before the H on . C om m issiotiers  
o f C ustom s had concluded their enquiry. -

T h e  fo llow ing narrative o f  the proceeding, down to its 

final issue, w ill serve to shew that those im putations 

against the ship and ow ners, which, originated from se l­
fish v iew s, instead o f  truth and ju stice , m ight have s u b ­
jected  the authors o f them  to a prosecution for consp i­
racy, i f  the owners had been disposed t& bring them  to  

ju s tic e . ■. : ! .

I t  m ay, therefore, operate as a caution to passengers, 
against heed lessly  jo in in g  in quarrels and cabals : against 

the ow ners, or the captain in comm and o f  the sh ip , 
they embark in , w hich is but too. frequently the case.

T h e  character o f  a  ship is sim ilar to the character o f  a 
Jady, and should be as cautiously spoken of. T o  sign  

allegations, and m ake com plaints upon the mere repre­
sentations o f  other persons (as many o f  these passengers 

appear to have done against the H op e , w ithout know ing  

w hether th e y . w ere true or false,) w ill not be deem ed  
excusab le in  a court o f  law , upon the plea o f  having been  

persuaded ,  as several o f  these people said they w ere,.by  

the m ethodist party, to join  in their com plaints.

N arrative  o f  the Circumstances thal led to the Seizure o f  

1 the ship H ope ,

It was arranged am ong th ese  peop le, that fifteen fam i­

lie s  should  g o to  V an D iem en ’s L and, and build a chapel, 
and by resid in g  in its im m ediate neighbourhood, form a 

society  o f  their own : T h ey  at length  agreed for their 

passage on board the H op e , and were to w indu p  all their 

affairs by  th e ,20th A u gu st, w hich was the tim e fixed by  

m utual a greem en t for their departure: but, w hen th e  

day arrived, som e had not sold the leases o f their houses, 

others had not collcctcd  in  their d eb ts; and, thirteen out
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■of the fifteen fam ilies were either unprepared, or had  
entirely changed their m inds, and relinquished the 

voyage. '■ " ; '■ ;
A fter the ship had thus waited for them  a considera-* 

t i e  tim e, w hich subjected  the^ow ners to  great expense, 
th ey  found them selves under th e unpleasant n ecessity  o f  

again  advertising their sh ip  for • m ethodist p assengers, 
■when they ought to have been ready to  sail. 1 - >

A t length  every berth was engaged , and by the end o f  

O cto b er , th e  vessel proceeded on her voyage, b u t unfor­
tunately  encountering'a  severe ga le 'o f wind in  the D ow n s, 
o n  the 5th  N ovem ber, w hicb  broke her anchors and w ind­

la s s ,- th e  captain put back t o ; R am sgate to refit, where* 

by the carelessness o f  the harbour-m aster the ship re­
ceived  such'further and considerable d am agejas rendered  

it  absolutely necessary to place her in  a dry dock for  
repair. ; • • •• -0
. W h ile  the owners were w aiting for directions from  the* 

underwriters about d ock ing the sh ip , w hich  seem ed lik ely  

to  require som e considerable tim e to  repairj1 tins se lf-  
styled  religioiis party, in stigated  by their leader, becam e so  

very im patient and quarrelsom e, as to  exc ite  a doubt 

w hether they possessed  , any religious fee lin g  at all j for, 
regardless o f  the con sequ ences th at m ight result to th e  

ow ners, (and w ithout any consideration for their fa m ilies , 
w ho were all passengers on board ; and at least as m uch  
i f  not m ore disappointed, and unfortunate than th em ­
selves,) they secretly  and artfully drew up a lo n g  lis t  o f  

com plaints against them  and th e ir 'sh ip , w hich w ere  
calculated to procure ’ its seizure and condemnation^ and

1 a ls o 'to  excite  the com m iseration o f  G overnm ent, and  

thus, i f  possible, procure a free passage in  a G overnm ent 

sh ip , through the influence o f  S ir W . C urtis, w ho under- 
. took to advocatc their cause. '



T h e  ow ners, it  appears, im m ediately after tlie accid en t, 
liad  threatened to bring an action against the worthy 

B aronet, as one of the T rustees o f  R am sgate harbour, 
together w ith  the harbour m aster (a protegd o f  S ir  
W illiam ’s) for the ruinous consequ en ces’resulting from  

his n eg ligen ce  in  p lacing a sharp ship like tlie H op e on  

the hard ground, in sp ite o f  the earnest rem onstrances 
o f  the captain and ow ners; so  that w hen  the passengers 

laid  before S ir W.> their grievances and allegations 

against the owner's, he in h is'tu rn  seem ed nothing loath' 
to forward to G overnm ent any com plaints that were made 
against ^themj however incredible or extraordinary.
, H ad  the harbour-m aster not been im plicated in the 
disaster jbefore-m entionedj it would only have been  

charitable, to  suppose that in the eagerness and warmth  

ofj his philanthropy, Sir W illiam  entirely forgot to enquire  

in to  the truth or falsehood o f the allegations o f  the . 
passengers, (w hich he m ight easily have dorle)' and m erely  
com m itted  one.of.thoSe good-natured blunders, for w hich  

hei has been so oftdh remarkable, wheh lie thus hastily  

and inconsiderately laid com plaints before Government^ 

that afterwards proved to be utterly uriirue. - ' ' ‘

V P resum in g, however, frori the representations o f  S ir  

W illiam  Curtis, that their coinplaintS vtare w ell founded* 
th e  Lords' o f  the Treasury,' from the m ost praise-worthy 

and benevolent mptives, were induced to ofrder Ih e ih ip S  

H o p e  tor be seized 5 and the 'captain  and - o\Vners t6 be 

cXchequered for penalties to a very considerable a m o u n t  
w hich they directed should be applied towards defraying 

the exp en se, o f conveying these- deluded passengers (ak 
they, tfere supposed tob ej) to thfeir p lace o f destination in  1 
som e other sh ip . ; : ; . : ; , _ • .

T h e  ruin o f  the owners now seem ed inevitable, and • 
w h ile  the officers o f  custom s were taking possession o f
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the ship and cargo, and thus bereaving them and their 
fam ilies o f  all they p ossessed , these people (who previ­
ously professed to have a  m ore than ordinary share o f  

Christian feeling) had the inhum anity in their p resence, 
to  shout in  brutal exultation over their ruin on the on e  

hand, and d ie  apparent su ccessfu l resujt o f  their w icked  
m achinations on  th e  other,, by w hich  m eans their selfish  

view s seem ed  likely, to  be soon accom plished*
T heir charges were altogether s o  extraordinary and  

serious in  their nature, and th e  ow ners having prosecuted  

th e  editors o f  those newspapers w ho were induced to in ­
sert only a sm all part o f  them  in their co lum ns, under 
the head o f  “  Caution to E m ig r a n ts ”  it  m ay, therefore, 

be im proper to m ention  them  here j but in  ju stice  it  
should be know n, that this cau tio n ,w hich appears to  have  

em anated from the pen  o f  Joshua E ynon  D rabble, (a  
journeym an cabinet-m aker, o f  the m ethodist persuasion,) 

was inserted ju s t  previous to an  investigation ,  w h ich  th e  

Lords o f  the T reasury had directed should  take p lace j 
in  consequence o f  a petition from th e owners for the  ̂

restoration o f  their sh ip  and property, on  th e  score o f  
the w hole o f  the a llegations against them  b ein g  fa lse .

T h is , it  m ust b e allow ed, was rather unfair. “ ■ A u &  
alteram  p artem ,”  should be the m otto o f  every editor, as 

w ell as o f  every ju s t m a n ; and it  rem ains for h im  to ex ­
p la in , w hy he thus unfairly exc ited  prejudice against the ' 
owners at that critical period, by the insertion  o f  an article, 

w hich was evidently intended to reflect su ch  a  shade 

upon their conduct and character, as su ited  th e  purposes 
o f D rabble and h is party. P erhaps, the som ew hat evan­
g e lica l sound o f  the very nam e o f  Joshua E ynon  D rab­
ble operated lik e  a charm upon th e  incautious ed itor} 

and excitin g  som e particular predilection  for h is truth,



(like that o f-h o ly  writ,) thus led him , like a w ill-o -th c-  

w isp, into a troublesome law -suit.
H itherto , the investigation o f  this quarrel had been  

entrusted to the very officers o f  customs who were interested 
in the condemnation o f  the vessel, and they, as m ight be 

naturally expected , under such circum stances, elicited  

from  the passengers, aud reported to the H onourable 
C om m issioners o f Custom s, such fa c t s  and circumstances 

only as were likely to  confirm the seizure o f  the p r ize ; 
upon w hich event the friends o f  the seizing officer had 
been actually prom ised a dinner ! In  this stage o f  the  

b u siness, the owners were not even allowed n hearing* 
w hen they presented them selves for the purpose o f  g iving  

exp lanations; w hile the passengers, unrestrained in their 
com plaints by the legal consequences or solem nity o f  an  
oath, seem  to have felt them selves at liberty to state with  

im punity whatever they thought was m ost likely to hold  

up the ship and owners for public execration, and thus 
cxcite  such  a feeling  o f com m iseration for them selves, 
as m igh t induce governm ent to send them  out free o f  

exp en se, (w h ich , it  was understood, would be the case) 
i f  the sh ip  H o p e  was condem ned.

B u t w hen the passengers found, contrary to their ex ­
pectations, that during a further investigation the whole o f  

their depositions were to be taken on oath, by direction > 
o f their Lordships, all was confusion and d ism ay: to  

- have repeated, under such circum stances, what they had 

previously stated, w ould have rendered them  liable to  the 
consequences o f  perjury and conspiracy, as they were 
w ell aware that the agent for the underwriters at L loyd’s , - 
as w ell as som e o f  the m ost respectable o f  the p as- ' 

sengers, had already contradicted their statem ents, and < 
g iven  evidenpe in  favour o f  the owners j so  that w hen all 
the serious charges, before alluded to, were repeated

l o



over again, w ith that circum spection  that now  seem ed  

necessary to avoid a prosecutioti, (w ith  w hich the owners 

had threatened them ,) the w hole affair assum ed such a 

different com plexion , as to  bring forcibly to m ind the 
fa b le  o f  the mountain in labour that was delivered o f  a  
mouse. ! ■ ■' t ■

’ T h e ow ners, on th e  other hand, proved m ost satisfac­
torily that the ship was w ell and sufficiently victualled  
and appointed in  every respect for the voyage ; that she 
Iiad been p laced  in  dry dock, new ly coppered, and re­

paired’at a great expense, under the direction and in sp ec­
tion  o f  L loyd’s surveyors; that every precaution had 
been taken for the safety o f  the p assen gers; that they, as 

w ell as th e  captain, had g iven  a con vin cin g  proof o f  their 

entire1 confidence in  the seaw orthiness o f  tlie  vesse l, by  
em barking with all their fam ilies and property on board} 
arid that they had victualled at tlie  sam e table, and 

in  corhttiori with- thb rest o f  the cabin passengers,'titter  
whom; and th e  steerage passengers likewise,' there was no 
restraint as to tlie  quantity o f  food they m ight cliuse to  
co n su m e; tlie wholfe Of w hich , it  w&s proved, had been  

purchased at the h ighest price ih : tlie market. T he  
passengers b e in g  unable to s in g le  tiiit (w hen  required 
tQ db so by the commissioner^) any pi-ovisions'of the irife-

• rior quality they had represented ih  their allegations, all 
thb charges were disproved; '

T h e  H dnourablc Board o f  Custom s therefore reported, 
“  that tHe'y coiild  not w ithhold a susp icion  that ih  all the 
“  statem ents that had been m ade, the passengers were ac- 

“  tuated by a desire to procure a free passage for thcrit- 
“  selves, and to get-rid  o f  the ow ners’- clairii on them  for 

“  the balance o f  their passage-inoriey, as w ell as their 
“  share o f  tlve general average; due in conscqucnce o f  the
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«  accid en t; for all their allegations bore the com plexion  
«  o f  gross exaggerations or entire falsehoods.
: “  T hat, on the other hand, a very high character had  

“  been  given  o f the owners by people o f  the greatest re- 
"  sp ectab ility ; that it did not appear that they had shew n  
“  any disposition to withhold from any o f  the passengers 

"  necessary food or accom m odation, and consequently,
11 that they could not recommend a prosecution.

“  T h e  Lords o f theT reasury concurring in this opinion, 
“  ordered the ship to be restored, and the prosecutions 

“  against the captain and owners to be discontinued, and 
“  deem ing the passengers, from their m isconduct, unwor- 
“  thy o f  the free passage that had been promised th e m ; 
“ the ship H eroine, w hich had been chartered for that 

“  purpose, was directed to be em ployed on other o f  h is  
“  M ajesty’s service.”  - .

T h e  owners, however, petitioned that the free passage 
w hich had been promised, m ight be granted, (notw ith­
standing the m isconduct o f  these passengers^) as the  
sh ip  H ope was now rendered unfit for the voyage, until 
sh e had undergone a thorough repair, and upon their 
petition, and in order to relieve them , the request was 
com plied w ith, and these people finally sailed in the  
H ero in e, victualled and regulated som ewhat like con­

v icts, ,
T h e  owners ultim ately received com pensation for the  

detention o f  their ship, and their consequent lo s se s ; the 

.w hole o f  w hich may be said to have originated in the ca­
bals o f  a party, from w hose assum ed religious charactqr 
m ore truth, and a very different; result, w ai naturally 

exp ected .  ̂ • (
T h e  circum stance is to be lam ented, on account o f  the  

consequent delay in the erection o f the Saw -m ills , which  

were on board the H op e , and m ight by th is tim e have

Y . • : . G ■■



proved a valuable acquisition to the colony-: and algo ofi 
account o f  th e anxiety , persecution , and loss to  which the 

ow ners seem  to have b een  so  unnecessarily  subjected.' It 
vvill .a lso  require som e tim e to rem ove the vulgar preju­
dice that has b een  excited  against the sh ip , notw ith­
standing it is now  rebuilt, and such a fine m odel for fast 

sa iling  as renders It admirably adapted for a packet, and  
for k eep ing up a quick  com m unication  w ith the colony.*

E very person about to  proceed on a lon g  journey, and 
anxious for d ispatch, readily perceives the advantage o f  
conveyance by a m ail-coach  rather than a waggon ; bu’t 
n ot so  w ith  a ship ; th e  internal accom m odation  w hich  a 

sh ip  affords is the m ain consideration o f  passengers, 
w ho are generally  inexperienced  in nautical affairs, and  

that w hich  is cheapest and m ost room y is often  pre­
ferred, w ithout reflecting  that heavy burthensom e ships 

are frequently six  or seven  m onths on the voyage to V an  

D iem en 's land, w hich is thus rendered tw ice as tedious 
as it need b e ;  whereas vessels o f  sharp construction are 

in  the habit o f  com p letin g  th e  satnc voyage in  about one  

hundred days, w hich ought to be a greater object o f  con ­
sideration with those who regard the com fort o f  their fa­
m ilies, than the difference o f a few  pounds in  freight or 

passage m on ey ; and in  ju stic e  it  should  be observed, 
that a sharp sh ip , w hich  perhaps js not capable o f  car­
rying goods to the fu ll am ount o f  her register tonnage, 
cannot be navigated at so  low  a price pejr ton , as a heavy 

burthensom e ship that carries nearly tw ice as m any tons 

as the am ount o f  her register. I t  is therefore always 
w orth  w hile to pay a little  m ore to g o  in  a sharp ship  

than a burthensom e d u ll-sa ilin g  vesse l, and emigrants 

w ill do w ell to  m ake particular enquiry on  th is subject 
previous to en gag in g  their passage.

E m igrants, im m ediately  on their arrival in  the colony, 
should  apply for their grants o f  land and g e t settled  on

;■ .82 . ■ - .
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their farms as soon as possib le, for H obart Town, Will be 

found fu ll as expensive as London for a new  com er. 

T h ose from large cities and towns who have been accu s­
tom ed tp be waited upon by their bakers, butchers, 
brew ers, and other tradesm en . o f  every description! fre­
q uently  experience m uch disappointm ent and hardship 
on their arrival, for want o f  experience in rural habits 
and proper forecast in  providing such things as are n eces­
sary for the formation o f  a new agricultural establish­
m ent j- they should, therefore, reflect that eoery thing trill 
be wanting ju s t  the sam e a s  i f  they were pboutto^establish  
themselves on a'Common in E n g lan d .  .......  „ ‘

• In  H obart T ow n th e  houses have been rapidly increas­

in g  in  num ber, and lodgings are generally to be h a d ; but 
should tw o or three ships arrive at the sam e tim e, there 
m ight not be sufficient, accom m odation for all the pas­
sengers on board, in  w hich case tents w ill be found very 

serviceable.
In  order to m ake sure o f  a  lodging on arrival, a  g en tle ­

m an lately  took out w ith him  an iron house, w hich he  
w ould be able to erect in three days ; it  consisted o f  two  
room s, tw elve feet long by ten feet broad, the cost o f  

w hich was estim ated at fifty pounds : the roof and sides 

were com posed o f  thin sheet iron, and the freight a ltoge-  

i thcr am ounted to six  pounds only.
S o m e  others have taken out all the doors and sasli 

w indow s requisite for a house.} w ith the former they  

m ade cases to  contain the latter, and that no room m ight 
b e  lost; rye, grass seed , or clover was shot into ajl the in ­

tervals j by th is m eans the freight o f  the doors ■ and 

ivindovVS; would not be very expensive, and in  a country  

w here seasoned timber and joiners are n o t always to be 

Jiad, such  a precaution w ould no. doubt greatly exped ite  

the building o f  a house. ^
<; 2
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-E m ig r a n ts  w ith  fam ilies (and who' have th e  ‘m eans) 

w ill do w ell to purchase, in  tlie first in stan ce , a Small 
farm w hich has undergone som e im provem ent; and w ith  
a cottage already built on i t ; som e o f  the'em ancipated  

convicts frequently o ffer’ to s e lf  their little  farms," thus 

. im proved, from fifty to on e hundred pounds^and, w hen  

Emigrants have such  an opportunity o f  estab lish ing their 

fam ilies, they can proceed to  explore the country,: and 

m ake a deliberate ch o ice  o f  their land in vVhatever part 

o f  the island p leases them  m o s t ; they  can’ then build  a 
proper house, and crirry on im provem ents at their le isu r e ; 
and w henever a resale o f  such  a sm all farm , as before 

described, b ecom es desirable, it can always be effected to 

som e new com er. ; - 
It'h as been before observed; that the agricultural im ­

plem en ts o f  the co lon y  are better adapted for enbounter- 

in g 'th e  roots o f  trees, and break in gu p  new  grou n d ,th an  

those brought from  E n g lan d , and w hen it is-considered  

that they are exem p t from freight; they* w ill be found  

cheaper. I f  the em igrant is provided w ith w heel tire, cart 
arm s,'and b oxes, and cast iron w heels for w heel-bar- 

row s, he w ill be able to g e t tliem  m ade up in the colony  

upon m oderate term s, and a good and su itable construc­

tion for bullocks j— it may be w ell to provide h im se lf w ith  

saddles and g ig  harness, i f  he intends to keep  on e, blit 
those for his carts and team s w ill- be better procured in 

, th e  colony arid'cheaper ; som e w hite  lead , litlseed o ilj arid 

turpentine,' som e sh eet lead for ridges atid gutters,' with 

Some lead pipe and a pum p or tw o, w ill be found useful 
in  b u ild in g ; together* with the necessary q u an tity:of 

locks, bolts, and h inges for doors and gates :■ he will 

want scythes, sick les , spades, sh ovels, fe llin g  axes, pota- 

toe forks, dung forks, p itch  forks, and h o ts  o f  sizes \ 
som e sieves for sifting  Hour and corn } som e sucks, <some



tnattresses, churns, d ishes, pans, and cheese cloth for his 

:d a iry ; together with a w ashing copper and irons, alt 

kinds o f  cooking utensils, fenders and fire-irons, and  
a  cottage or cam p o v e n ; but wood being the general 
fu e l o f  the country, E n g lish  grates are not recom ­
m en d ed ; a c lock ,, som e knives, forks, spoons, p lates, 
dish es, g la ss, and all .k inds o f  household linen  and  

b lankets, are o f  course necessary, but chairs and tables 

are cheap enough in the colony and ndt worth taking.
E n g lish  flooring nails are not generally stout enough  

for hard w ood, and those made in the colony are preferred, 
u nless they are imported stouter than usual, for batten  

paling  and weather-boarding, short eightpenny rose, for 

sh in g les long stout fourpenny rose, for laths com m on  

fourpenny rose, tacks o f  sizes, and tw openny, fourpenny, 
and sixpenny brads.

I f  the em igrant, however, should forget to furnish  

h im se lf w ith any o f  these articles, he need  feel no great 

disappointm ent, i f  h e has only taken care to  provide 

h im se lf  w ith m oney; for there are warehouses at H obart 

T ow n  w ell stocked with ironmongery and other goods o f  

every description , and the market is not unfrequently  

overstocked and glutted with m erchandize.

P eo p le  w ithout accurate information as to the state o f  

th e  m arket, w ill do very wrong to sp ecu late , and m erchants 

recen tly  returned from the colony, are always t?eset w ith  

a num ber o f  enquiries as to  the state o f  the market, and  

w hat it  w ill be adviseable to take o u t ;— one m om ent’s re­
flection  w ill serve to show  that such questions are im ­

proper and unreasonable, for if  a  m erchant was to g ive  

correct inform ation on the subject, he would in  all pro­
bability defeat his own specu lations. ., . ,
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F e e s  a n d  D u e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  O p p ic e s .

Secretapj’s Office.— Governor’s Fees, 

i - £  »• A
For ttie great seal to every grant o f  land,' not exceeding  
. 1000 acres . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  < 0  6  0
f o r  all grants exceeding 1000 acres, for every 1000 each 

grant c o n t a in s ................................................................................ ...........0  9 6

S e c r e t a r y ' s F e e s ,

For a licence o f occupation .  . .............................. .....  . .  0  B O

For every grant and passing the teal o f  the province, i f  
. under 100 acres . .  « . . . . .  . . . .  • . . 0  5 0
B etw een 100 and 500 . . ................................ .....  . . ,  0  10 g
A ll above 500 . . . . .  . . .  .  . . . .  . . . ,0  l 5  0
In  grants o f  land, where the number o f  proprietors shall 

exceed 20, each right . . . . . . . . . . . . 0  &  &
In  grants where the number o f  proprietors shall exceed 20, 

the same as for grants in proportion to the quantity o f '
• l a nd. . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . ; 0  9  <6

For every grant o f  land from 1000 to 20,000 acres, take for 
the first 1000 acres 15s. and for every 1000 acres more 
2s. Gd. •

Fees to be taken by the Surveyor-General q f  Lands.
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For eacli grant not exceeding 40 acres .  .  ‘ .  .  .  0  7  0

D itto ----------  90 —  . . . . . .  0  10 D
D itto ---------- 190 —  . . . . .  . 0  15 0
D itto  ------ —  250 —  . . . . . . 1 0 0
D itto  ---------- 350 —  . . . . . . .  1 10  •

. D itto  ■ 400 —  . . . . . .  2 0 0
D itto --- • 750 —  . . . . . .  2 12 6
D itto ---------- 1000 —  . . . . . .  3  5 ,0
D itto  on town leases, per foot on street front, and

on all grants exceeding 1000 a c r e s ..........................0  0  1
For each 100 acres so exceeding 0  4 0

A u d it o r ' s F e e s .

.For auditing every grant . . . .. . .  , s . . .  . 0  3  4

R e g is t r a r ’s F e e s .

For recording a grant o f  land for or under 500 acres . . 0  1 3

For ditto from 500 to 1000 • . . . . . . . . . . 0  2 6
For every 100 acres to the amount o f  20,000 ........................  0 10 6
For recording a grant o f  a township  ̂ 1 0 0



i i i m E s  At N e w  S o u r n  W a l e s  a n d  V a n  D ik m e n ’s 

I s l a n d .

S h ip s ffom  any part o f  the world im porting cargoes, 
(the m anufactures o f  G reat Britaih excep ted ,) to' pay a  

d uty o f  five per cent, ad valorem on the am ount o f their' 
respective in vo ices.—

! ' <£ »• d*
On every.gallon o f  s p ir its  landed i  . . . ; v - . . .  0  JO 0
D itto  — winfc — ...............................................0 0 9
On every pound o f  tobacco . . .  0  0 , 15
W harfage ou earh bale, cask, or package . . < . . . 0  0  G

The Naval Officer to reccivc five per ccnt. on all duties fcollei^d at 
these ports. .

W h a u f in g e r ’s F e e s . .
On each bale, cask, or package, landed or shipped . , ’ . 6 - 0  3  ■ 
M eetage per ton on coals . . . . . . . .  . . . 6  2 6
Measure o f  timber, per 1000 feet . . . . . . . .  0 2 0

T h e  fo llow ing D u tie s  to be levied and co llected  by the  

N aval Officer oti the articles hereunder named* upon their  

arrival and landing, w hether for Colonial consum ption  or
r e - s l i ip m e n t .

.£  ». d .
O n cacli ton o f  Sandal wood . . . . . . .  4 . .  2 10 0

D itto  Pearl shells . . . . . . . . . .  2 10 0
D itto  Beech l a m e r .......................................................................  . . . .  5 0 0
D itto  Sperm oil o f  252 gallons . . . . . . 2 10 0

'D it to  Black whale or other oil . . . . . .  . 2 0 0
- On each fur S e a l - s k in ....................... .....  . . . .  0 0  1 {

D itto  linir D itto  . ....................................................  0  0  OJ
D itto  Kangaroo D itto  . . . . . . . . . . .  0  0 0$

On Cedar or other timber from Shoal Haven, or any other 
. part o f  the coast, when not supplied by Government

labourers, for each solid foot .............................................. 0 1 0
For every 20 spars from N ew  Zealand, or elsewhere . . 1 0  0
On timber, in log or plank, from N ew  Zealand, or 

elsewhere, for each solid foot ............................................... 0  1 0

C h arges f o r  cattle slaughtering a t  the Government slau gh - 

. ter-house. '
£  s. d .

For each bead o f horned r a t t l e ................................................0  3  0
Each score o f  s b e e p ..........................................   . 0 4 0
P igs per cw t.................................................................................0 1 0

_ Exclusive o f  the Fees payable to the inspector o f  Stock, for intpec- 
tiori as fixed by existing regulations.
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A  list o f  the common N am es o f  the T rees o f  most general 

growth in the Colony, with their height, diam eter, and the 
u s e s  to which they are  generally applied.

H e i g h t .

W hite and yellow pine 40 feet
Black W attle . . .  120
Silver ditto 120
l ’ale Lightwood . . .  30
Dark ditto . . .  80
Pencil Cedar . . .  . 80 , 
Cotton-tree , . . .  10
Musk . . .  . . .  10
Silver wood . . .  10
M yrtle 10
Sassafras . . .  20
Adventure B ay P ine • •• 40  
Lignum Vitro . . .  20
W hite & red lioney-suckle IS  
Gum . . .  . .  100
Stringy bark . . .  100
Peppermint . . .  50
Cherry-tree . . .  i o
P ink  wood . . .  10
Fori st Oak . . .  20
Swamp ditto . . .  20

D i a m e t e r .  U s e .

• 4  feet Inside work*bnilding 
2  D o . thebark good for tanning 
2  Inside work & spars for ships
2 D itto
8 D itto , and furniture
3  D itto
1 D itto
1 .  . D itto
1  Inlaying furniture
1 D itto  '
2 Flooring
3 D itto

16 inches M ill work 
2 feet Boat timbers 
6 H eavy buildings 
6  D itto  flooring, &e.
5  D itto , and Shingles 
1 Furniture
1 D itto
g D itto  firewood
2 D itto

A  list o f  respectable Sh ip -B ro k ers in the Van D iem en’s  

L a n d  an d  N ew  South W ales’ T ra d e  ;  either o f  whom 
w ill give  inform ation respecting the S h ip s  that a re  about 

to sa il, on being add ressed , post paid.

rlr  T he custom is, to pay one half the passage.m oney as a deposit, 
the remaining half when the ship is ready for departure, when 
all freight becomes payable likewise.

Messrs. Buckles, B agster, and Buchanan, 33, Mark Lane.
Mr. John Marshall, 3, East India Chambers, Leadenlmll S treet. 
Messrs. Jackson and Maude, 11, W ater Lane, Tow er Street.
Messrs. W his ton and H ew itt, 38, Crutched Friars.
M r. John Oeorge Marzetti, Langbourne Chambers. Fencliurch Street. 
Mr. Edward Rule, 24, Lime Street,
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C IV IL  E S T A B L IS H M E N T

AT

HOBART TOWN.

liieut.-Governor of the Settle- \  W!11. m 
' merits on Van Diemen's Land. J  W,11,am Sorrel> Es(l-

Ser gbenerCr “ ! ! l a.n.d.f .C!i" f  }  Maj ° rBell« C. B. 48th regt.' 
Deputy Judge Advocate . . . . . . . .  Edward Abbot, Esq.
Chaplain .............................. .. Rev. R. Knopwood.
Assist. Commissary Gen. ■ Afleck Moodie, Esq.
Deputy Assist. Commissary Gen. George Hull, Esq.
Provost Marshal ..................... John Bcamont, Esq.
Surgeon ....................... .. . James Scott, Esq.
Assistant Surgeon .......................  ll. R. Priest, Esq.
Beputy Surveyor General ...........Mr. G. W. Evans.

. E : F- * *
Secretary to his Honor the Lieut. \  Lieut. H. E. Robinson, 48th

Governor....................... . . . J  regt.
Storekeeper................... .. Mr. Raynor.
Government Printer ...................  Andrew Bent.
Principal Superintendant . . . . . .  Mr." John Lakeland. '
Superintendant of Carpenters.. . .  Mr. George Read.,
A .. r Mr. R. W. Fryett. ,
Auctioneers...............................\  Mr. R. Lewis"
Harbour M aster.......................... Mr. James Kelly.
Harbour P i lo t s . , , . . .

MAGISTRATES.
Major Bell, 48th regt. 
Rev. R. Knopwood 
Edward Lord, Esq.

James Gordon, Esq.
A. W. H. Humphrey, Esq. 
G. Weston Gunning, Esq.

Superintendant of Police ..............A. W. H. Humphrey, Esq.
Clerk to the Magistrates..........................................M r. Emmet.



C IV IL  E S T A B L IS H M E N T 1

AT

PORT DALRYMP1/E.

Commandant ................................ Lt.-Col. Cimitiere, 48 reg:
C h ap la in .................... Rev. John Youl.
Dcpnty Assist. Commissary Gen. Peter Roberts.
Surgeon ........................................
Assistant Surgeon ....................... Mr. R.W. Owen,

u - w - 48 « * •  
Superintendant of Stock. . . . . . . .  Mr. John Scott.
Storekeeper......................  Mr. William Boney.
Master Bbat-Builder . .  . . . . . . . .  Mr. George Hubbard. .
Superintendant of Carpenters Mr. John Mould.
Master of the Public School . . . .  Mr. William Browir.
Pilot............. ............ .......................Mr. John Thomas.

M A G ISTR A TES...........

Licut.-Col. Cimitiere, 48th regt. I James Cox, Esq. 
Thomas Archer, Esq. . | Andrew Barclay, Esq.

The Mi u n it  y F o r c e s  at Hobart Town and Port Dairy tri­
ple consist of a Company of the 48th regiment at each plaee

t h e  e n d .

G, S i d n e y ,  Printer, 
Northumberland Street, Strand.



<0riflfttnl patent iarobfaioit Office,
ESTABLISHED IN 1812. ;

APPLY TO JOHN GAMBLE, PATENTEE,
(Late Donkin and Gamble,),

BLUE ANCHOR ROAD, BEBMONDSEY, SOUTHWARK,
O R  AT H I S  ’

Office, No. 39> Clement's Lane, Lombard, Street,
W here Samples maybe seen, and Copies of Official Reports, &c. See.

TO BE HAD ALSO OF
M r. Jo se p h  Gi bson, Agent, 88, H igh  Street, Portsmouth ; 
M r. H e n r y  W h e e le r ,  jun . Liverpool;

; M rs. J a n e  JB u b o ett, Chatham.

L is t o f  Prices from  1st August, 1822.
Fresh boiled Beef............................ . Is. 3d.1 per lb.
Ditto Harbour........................... .. Is. 2d.
Boiled Mutton............. ................ . . . . . I s .  9d.'
Mock Turtle Soup ................... 2s. Od.

‘ Soup and Bouilli......... .............................Is. 9d.
Gravy Soup, for Quarts;................. 20s. Od. per dozen.

Ditto, for P in ts,.... 10s. Od.
Vegetable Soup, for Quarts, . . . . . . 36s. Od.

Ditto, for Pints, ........ . 20s. Od. x
Green Pea, for Quarts, . . . . . . 42s. Od.

Ditto, for P ints,. . . . . . . .  24s. Od.
Milk, for Quarts,.20s. Od. per dozen.

Ditto, for Pints,.... 12s. Od. /
Ditto, for Half P in ts ,. . . .  8s. 6d.

With a variety of other Articles, at Reduced Prices.
Orders executed on the shortest Notice, for Ready Money.

N.B. Canisters under 4lb. weight, 3d. per lb. extra.
" The obvious Advantages o f  these Provisions are,

First, That they entirely supersede the Necessity of, taking out 
Live Stock to Sea, which, exclusive of its own Incumbrance, 
must be accompanied with that of its Provender and fresh 
Water. Much Room, Trouble, and Expence, will be saved, be­
sides the Loss sustained by bad Weather, Disease, and Wasting. 

Secondly, That, being ready dressed, they may be eaten cold j or, 
if preferred, heated in a few Minutes; by which Fuel will be 
saved j and the Difficulty of Cookino at Sea in bad Weather 
rendered of little Importance. They are well calculated for 
all Expeditions of Boats’ Crews, Landing Parties, &c. &c. 

Thirdly, The salutary Effect which even an occasional Supply of 
fresh Provisions must have on the NAVY and ARMY, cannot 
be too highly appreciated; particularly as they would most- 
essentially ‘ contribute' to the Restoration of the Health and 
Services of the Sick and Wounded ; and eventually save to the 
State the valuable Lives of many of our Sailors and Soldiers. 
Meats o f all Kinds in Canisters o f 4lbs. to 20 lbs. (Fright each. 

MILK and SOUPS in QUARTS and PINTS.
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The above priccs are charged for meats which are ready cooked, and 

without lone. It should be particularly noticed, that the waste in1 
cooking, and the weight, of bone,' being about one half, it renders 
every pound of these provisions nearly equivalent to two pounds of 
meat in the raw state, and consequently doubles the value.

Those who have made a correct estimate of the real cost of tbeir 
live stock, will be fully competent to appreciate the advantages of 

\  the preserved provisions. I t  has been proved, that the cost of live 
stock (when all its attendant expenses, and losses by death, Jkc. are 
taken into consideration) is from 2s. 6d, to 5s, per lb. and even more 
for long voyages. But taking it at the lowest, say 2s. 6d. it would 
make tho absolute cost of the meat when cooked,, nearly 5s.' per lb. 
and so in proportion. Instances have been adduced, from the most 
respectable authorities, of its having amounted to 8s. or 9s. and even 
higher, in the raw  state •, of course, when cooked, the cost would be 
enormous. ................. .. • • •' • • •

The following are Copies of Official Reports received by Messrs. 
Donkin and Gamble, relative to their Patent Preserved Provisions.

F ro m  the R ig h t  H o n . S i r  Jo se p h  B a n k s ,  B a r t .  K ,  B .  P .  R .  S .
Sfc. Sfc. .

G e n t l e m e n ,  " Soho Si/uare, Ju ly  1 5 ,1 8 1 5 .
I have the pleasure to inform you that the canister o f Roasted Fillet 

o f  Veal yon sent me on the 15th o f  January, 1813, and which appeared to have 
been put up on the 5th Decem ber, 181S!, after remaining in iny possession two 
years and six months, was yesterday opened, and declared by tbe unanimous 
voice of tbe party present, who partook o f  it, consisting o f  six  gentlemen, 
besides myself, to tie in a perfect state o f  preservation, and had not lost any of 
its nutritious qualities. ' '

The small bottle you sent of Concentrated Consomme was boiled in a pint 
of soft water, (agreeably to the directions on the bottle,) and was also declared 
excellent. '

I  feel much pleasure in communicating so favourable a resnlt after so long 
a trial, which, in my opinion, fully establishes the cfficacy o f yonr process; 
and I  should be much gratified to hear that yonr Provisions are allowed to 
the crews of His Majesty’s ships, as I conceive it would be the means o f pro­
moting their general healths and adding to their comforta, without any increase 
of public expenditure.

For the sick and convalescent it  must be considered as a most valuable store 
on board ships, and would be the means of saving the lives of many o f His 
Majesty’s valuable subjects.

1 consider the process you employ as one of the most important discoveries 
o f the age we live i n ; i t  has, in the experiment described above, entirely pre­
vented even the first stage o f putrefaction for two years and a half. That the 
same- principle will continue to act longer, cannot be a  m atter of doubt; 
where then can be the difficulty of supplying all the seamen and soldiers, who 

' now eat salted provisions, with fresh meat ? W e know by the experience of 
our own families, that the time which salt preserves provisions from the com­
mencement of putrefaction is very short.

I  request yon will send me some of your Concentrated Consomme for my 
own use, as I  consider it better Soup than I  generally m eet with either a t 
home or abroad, '

. . ' I  am, Gentlemen, - '
. Your very humble Servant,

JO S E P H  liAlSKS.

Vi •• ■
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'  ‘ .• , i  i , • 1 JJ. M ; Sloop Lyra , Portsmouth,

■ ' ’ £>th November, 1819.
M essrs . D o n k in  and  G a m b l e ,:

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the Meats, Soups, and M ilk, which 
were prepared by you for me two years ago, and which 1 carried with me to 
China and the East Indies, all turned out most excellent. During this voyage 
w e were_ exposed to a great variety o f  Climates, and many o f the Cases were 
stowed in such a manner as to be freely exposed to these vicissitudes o f Tem­
perature, but not a single one, out o f the whole number, was found in the 
least degree injured.

On such long voyages as that we Iiavte just concluded, your Meats will be 
found greatly cheaper than liv esto ck : I foundit so; aud not only cheaper, 
but much superior in quality, and much more readily and economically kept.

I remain your most obedient Servant,*
. : ■ DASIL HALL, C a p t a i n .  _

I I .  M .  S h i p  l l e c l d ,  Q t h  D e c e m b e r ,  18*0.
G e n t l e m e n , ■

‘ In reply to your Letter o f  the S8th Ultimo, I beg leave to acquaint
you,' that I feel it impossible to speak too highly of the Preserved Meat and 
Soups prepared by Messrs. D o n k i n  aud G a m b l e ,  ami supplied to H. M. 
Ship*, H c c l a  and G r i p e r ,  employed under my orders on the late Expedition for 
the D iscovery o f  a North West Passage. . •

O f the very large supply we obtained, not a single instance occurred o f  
opening a bad Canister o f  M eat; four or five Bottles o f Vegetable Soup, 
and two or three o f  the Concentrated Gravy Soup, were found unfit fur use.* 
With these few exceptions, they were excellent, and proved a most invaluable 
acquisition to us in the absence o f all other fresh supplies:

1 lmve the honor to enclose the opinions o f the Surgeons o f  the I l e c l a  and 
C . i p e r ,  and am,', Gentlemen,

•Your very humble servant, >
(Copy.) W . G O SLIN G . W. E .P A K R Y , C a p t a i n .

T o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  V i c t u a l l i n g  H .  S I .  N a t y ,  L o n d a n .

1 *  A recurrence o f  this inconvenience is now wholly prevented, by the Soups 
being put in Tin Canisters, the same as the Meats.—D . & G. >

' ■ I I .  M .  S h i p  I l e c l a ,  a t  D e p t f o r d ,  9 t h  D e c e m b e r ,  1820. 
■ G e n t l e m e n .  ■

In reply to a desire convoyed to me through Captain P a h u y ,  for my 
opinion ot the Preserved Bleats and Soups supplied  by Messrs. D o n k i n ,  
and Co. to His Majesty’s Vessels employed upon the late Voyage of D is­
covery, I  beg leave to state to you, that I  consider them to have been acqui­
sitions o f  the highest value to the Provisional Stores for that Service; and 
I  eaimot hesitate in saying, that I believe the substitution of those articles 
for a considerable portion of the Salt Meat usually allowed in the Service, 
Mas one of the principal causes of the general good state o f  health which pre­
vailed among the Crews o f  both Vessels during the Voyage. . ■ , 
t- I  am also happy in testifying to the general good quality o f those Provisions, 
as well as to tho perfection ot, the antiseptic process employed by Messrs. 
D o n k in  and C o. by which their Meats anil Soups continued in au unimpaired 
state o f preservation to the end o f  the Voyage. ,

The only exceptions to the above were a few bottles o f  the nnconcentrated 
Vegetable Soup, which (probably from an imperfection in corking) fermented, 
and w ere rendered rather unlit for use. : ' ; r: 1 .

; I have the honor to remain, - _
Gentlemen, your most obedient Servant, , 

(C opy.) -iW ..G O SL IN G . JO H N ED W A K D S, S u r g e o n . '

T l t c  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  V i c t u a l l i n g  I I .  S I .  N a v y .  _■ : . ;



F ro m  R e ar A dm iral Viscount T o rr in g to n ,D .C .L . an d  F .R .S .
G e n t i . r m e n ,  y o k e ’s  C o u r t ,  T o n b r i d g e ,  S S t h  M a r c h ,  1821,

In 1 8 1 3 ,1 bought (going to the W est Indies in H . M . Ship Warrior.) 
a considerable quantity o f  your meat.

Amongst the articles landed from my Ship, in 1 8 1 4 ,1 this day discovered 
two tin cases containing preserved Veal, which I  affirm to be in as high a state 
o f  preservation, as the day it was put into your case. Indeed, it  had a pre. 
ference to many dishes served up with it at my table. Also the Vegetable 
P arti were in flavor excellent.

Gentlemen,'yonr obedient Servant,
T O R R IN G TO N .

Messrs. Donkin aud Gamble.

* F ro m  R e a r  A d m ira l the H onourable S ir  H enry B lackw ood 
B a r t .  K .  C . B .

G e n t l e m e n ,  L e a n d e r ,  T r i n c o m a l i c ,  M a y  2 0 , 1021.
I  approve so much o f  your preserved Meats, Soups and Carrots, that 

I  request that you will find out, whether any man of war is coming out to join 
m e , (which you will ascertain at the Admiralty ;)and  if, on application from 
you, her Captain will be so good as to bring me some more out, I  beg yon will 
forward what is noted on the other side, and the b ill: and that on their re­
ception on board you procure a  receipt, which you w ill forward to me by 
letter.

t You will also forward to me the same quantity by the Admiral who comes 
out to relieve me, who w ill sail in the close o f  next year, and I am,

Gentlemen, your most obedient Servant,
HENRY BLACKWOOD.

From S ir  G ilbert B la n e , B a r t .  F .  R .  S .  P h ysic ian  to the K in g .
Messrs. D o n k i n  and G a m b le ;  S a c l t v i l l e  S t r e e t ,  M a r c h  13,1822.

I  beg to certify to you, that, in the year 1816, I  received some spe­
cimens o f Meat, prepared according to your peculiar method ; with a view tq 
ascertain to what degree o f  perfection, and to what period o f  time, these 
articles o f  food could be preserved in a sound state.

I  have the greatest satisfaction o f  declaring, that having opened the above 
specimens, at different intervals o f  time, I  have found them in the most sweet 
and palatable s ta te ; the last was only opened yesterday, and I  found it not 
only in n state free from any sort o f  decay, but possessed o f  the perfect flavor 
o f  the soundest and richest provision in its most recent state. I t  had beet| 
eight years in the tin case, having been prepared two years before it came 
into my hands.

From my professional connexion with the Royal N avy, both at home and 
, abroad, I am of opinion that the various articles o f  provision, preserved 

according to your method, would have the most beneficial and salutary effect; 
not only for the officers o f  His Majesty’s fleet, on long voyages and remote 
service in foreign stations, but that the serving o f  them in due proportions for 
the sick and convalescent seamen, would prove o f  incalculable benefit to the 
national interest.

, c G IL . B L A N E , Physician to the King.,

The Patent Provisions being cooked and withoutbone, render tliern 
nearly equivalent to double the quantity o f  M eat in the-raw  s ta te ; for it 
should be particularly noticed, that the waste in cooking and the weight of 
bone, are about o n e  h a l f .  Thus the P atent Boiled B eef, which is perfectly 
fresh,' charged at Is. 6d. per lb. is, when calculated in the raw state, only 

' about 9d. per Ib.iucludingthe expense o f the cauistcr, which is not weighed in 
with the Meat. "



HENRY AND THOMAS EARLY, 

SHIjolc&iIe l̂opSellerg,
75, MINORIES

W h i t e  cotton sh irts.................
Ditto ditto, with frills . . . . . .
White flannel ditto . . . . . .
Millwright’s fustian frocks
Fustian trowsers .............
Barragonditto . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Moleskin ditto. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jean, ditto, (various colours)
White drill d itto ............. .. . , . .
Blue cloth ditto.............
Mixture ditto ditto . . . . . . . . . .
Ditto kerseymere ditto.. . . . . . .
Fustian overalls . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cotton cord trowsers . . ..........
Velveteen ditto . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cotton cord Breeches........ .
Velveteen ditto ......................
Plush cord ditto (best)..............
Patent woollen cord ditto.. . . . .
Cotton drawers, twilled & plain 
Flannel ditto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Quilting waistcoats . . . . . . . . . .
Mock ditto ........ ............. 4 . .
Superfine Valencia ditto...........
3 uff kerseynette ditto ..............
Swansdown ditto. . . . . .  ..........
Scarlet plush waistcoats . . . . . .
Ditto (sleeves)...... ..............

Men’s . ............  Youth’s.

£  s. d. £ s. d. M s. d. £ s. d.
0 2 OtoO 3 0 0 \ 9to0 2 6
0 2 3 . .0 3 6 0 2 0..0 3 0
0 3 0 . .0 6 0
0 3 0 ..0 4 6
0 2 9 ..0 4 0 0 1 9 ..0 2 9
0 4 0 ..0 •5 9 0 2 3 . .0 3 6
0 4 0 ..0 •6 00 2 3 . .0 3 G
0 3 9 ..0 4 60 3 0 . .0 3 6
0 5 0 ..0 7 0
0 5 0 ..1 1 0
0 10 0 . . 1 0 0
0 16 0 . . J 1 0
0 4 6 ..0 6 0
0 6 0. . 0 8 00 4 6 ..0 6 9
0 8 0. .  0 9 6 0 6 0..0 7 0
0 5 0 .. 0 6 C0 4 0 ..0 4 9
0 7 0 . .0 8 6 u 5 6 ..0 6 6
0 10 0. .0 10 6 0 6 6..0 8 0
0 10 0. .0 12 0 ■ ■ • 1
0 1 1. .0 1 9
0 1 9 ..0 2 6
0 3 0 ..0 4 e
0 2 0..0 3 0
0 4 0 ..0 GO
0 4 9 ..0 6 0
0 2 8. . 0 4 6
0 5 9 ..0 6 G
0 7 0 ..0 8 6



Men's. Youth’s.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d.
0 5 GtoO 6 0
0 c 6 . . a 7 6
0 3 6 . .0 5 0
0 3 0 . .0 3 C

Fustian d itto .• ««•«>• . . . . . .  • . 0 4 0 . .0 5 6
Barragon and Moleskin ditto . , 0 5 0 . .0 6 0

0 8 6 . .0 10 0 '
0 6 0 . .0 8 0
0 3 0 . .0 4 0
0 2 4 . .0 •2 7

Ditto frocinj f . • 0 2 9 . .0 3 3
OlivB and drjib duffil coats . . . . 0 13 0 . .0 14 6 v

0 14 0 . .0 1G 0
0 18 ,0..1 4 0
0 19 0 .. 1 10 0
0 8 0 . .0 11 0
0 8 0 . .0 10 0

Barragon and Moleskin ditto .7 0 9 0 . .0 12 0
Ditto ditto shooting jackets.. . . 0 13 0 . .0 16 0

0 5 0to0 fi r;
0 7 0 . .0 r n
0 9 0. .0 io n
0 5 0 . .0 6 f>
0 12 0 .. 1 0 n

0 2 3 . .0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
a 2 9 . .0 3 0
0 3 Gt . 0 4 6
0 2 9.70 3 0
0 2 4 . .0 2 C
0 2 9.70 3 3

Canvas trowsers ............. ......... 0 2 4 .70 2 6
0 2 9.70 3 3
0 4 8 . . 0 ‘ 5 0
0 5 0 . .0 5 6
0 8 6.70 10 0 4.
0 9 3.70 10 (i

Olive and blue pea jackcts 7 . . . 0 11 O.'.O 12 0
0 8 0. .0 10 0
0 4 C.70 6 0

Blue cloth cuff and collar settees 0 14 0.71 0 0
Blue cloth trowsers 7. . . . . . .  . . 0 8 0.70 18 0

0 18 0.71 1 0
0 2 4 . . 0 3 C



PRESERVED FRESH PROVISIONS,
BY A VJ3RY 5UPKIIIOR PROCESS,

A t Reduced Prices, by

J A M E S  C O O P E R ,
No. 7, St. JO H N  STREET, CLERKENWELL, LON DON .

Particularly recommended to the notice of persons in the Sea 
Service, as retaining all the original qualities of Fresh Provisions, 
with a proportion of Vegetables, and by the concentration of the es­
sential qualities of the Me,at. There will be double the quantity fo r  
use than tvhalis charged fo r , and these Provisions are-warranted for 
any voyage or climate. '

In  Tin Cases, from  One to E ight Pounds cach._~
The prices here stated is for Meat ready cooked and-rt'Tthout bone : 

no additional charge made for the Tin jBases, and their weight is 
always deducted.

Cases less than 4lb. weight, 3d. per lb. extra.
s. d.

Fresh boiled Beef................................ .
Alamode Beef............. . . ...............................
Soup and Bouilli.................... .........................
Mutton.. . . . . ' . . . . .  ....................................
V e a l . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ................................
Mock Turtle....................... . .......................
Ragout of Beef..............................For Quarts
■■ — ... Mutton .1 ............ . ..  Ditto
— — —  Veal.............................Ditto
Mock Turtle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........Ditto

Concentrated Gravy Soup..........  {por Qaarta

Vegetable Soup ................ .....  ' { * £

f Half Pints
Milk . .................. ................ ..  Pints

t Quarts

r w  a f Half Pints
CuStards ................................. 1 Pints

per lb.

1 
1 
1 
1
2 
2 

21 
24 
27 
27 
10 
20
20 0 )  per Doz. 
36 

8 
12 
'20 
14 
26

C Beef. . . . . . ----  3 63
.< Beef and Mutton 4 0 > Each 

LBeef and Veal . . 4 6 )
, P IC K L E D  T R IP E , IN  K E G S, 9s. 6d. E A C H .

*  Orders immediately executed for Ready Money.

Portable Soup in Cases .«..

' J .  C. gratefully acknowledges the favours already received, and is 
happy in having the opportunity of adding several respectable testi­
monials in favour of the Preserved Fresh Provisions furnished by 
him for distant voyages, and which have been highly approved of by . 
Passengers, as well as by the Commanders of Vessels.—J. C. hope* 
by a careful attention to the arduous undertaking of supplying Meat 
perfectly fresh for Foreign Voyages, he shall be able, by excellence of 
quality, and moderation of price, to merit the patronage of those 
persons who may honour him with their commands.
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S in , C i t y  C a n a l ,  L o n d o n ,  S ' 2 d  A u g u s t ,  1022.

I  now have to inform you lliat I  took out to the E a « t I n d i e s  on mv 
last Voyage, an assortment o f  your P r e s e r v e d  I ' r a s h  P r o v i s i o n s ,  and also 
another assortment from another H ouse, for which I paid more than foi
yonr's-------- 1 instituted a Comparison betw een them, and found both equally
good in every respect— - — 'I shall in a few  days give you an order lor a 
quantity for using on my present intended V oyage.

T o Mr. James Cooper, A nd am, Sir, your’s obediently,
N o. 7, St. John Street, . , J .  C H A S. KOSS,

Clerltenwell, London. Master— Ship Borneo,

S i b ,
T he P r e s e r v e d  F r e s h  P r o v i s i o n s  received from yon I took in the Ship 

B b i x t o n ,  to V a n  D k i m e n ’s L a n d , in April, 1821, and found them to an­
swer very w ell. I  have brought several cases back with m e, anil find them lo 
be as good as ever. B eing bound on the same voyage, I  purpose taking them 
again by way o f further experiment.

L o n d o n ,  8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1822. I  am, yonr humble Servant,
J O H N  LU SK ,

M aster o f  the Ship Brixton.

S ir ,  E a s t  I n d i a  D o c k s ,  L o n d o n ,  3 0 t h  J a n ,

I  feel it  much pleasure to inform you that tlie whole o f your P r e s m t i  

F r e s h  P r o v i s i o n s  received from you before I  sailed to the C a p e  o f  G o o d  Hope, 
answered my expectations, and is an excellent stand-by at the latter end of 
the voyage, when the Live Stock is expended or dead. I  likewise am of 
opinion that the P r e s e r v e d  P r o v i s i o n s  becom e cheaper than carrying all Live 
S to c k ., 1 am Sir, your’s, &c.

G E O R G E  L A M B ,
M aster o f  the Ship Sappho.

S in , L o n d o n ,  3 \ s t  J u l y ,

I  am happy to inform you I  found the P r e s e r v e d  F r e s h  P r o v i s i o n s  received 
from you on my outward-bound voyage to I n d i a ,  in the Ship Jupiter, last year, 
to answer my expectations, being o f  a good quality, and was much approved 
o f by the Passengers. > I am, your obliged, &c.

W m , SW A N , late o f  the Jupiter.

Ship E lisabeth, tendon  Docks, 
Si b , /  London, 22nd Ju ly , 1822.

j Having fonnd the Preserved Fresh Provisions received from you in Jann- 
' ary last year, on my voyage to N e w  Y o b k , in the Ship R a d iu s , to  answer 

my wishes, I  am induced to request you will send me a further supply, as per 
enclosed list, being convinced they will be found an article o f  great utility oa 
board o f  Vessels generally. I  can with pleasure add the Passengers highly 
approved o f them. I  remain your’s, h e .

T H O M A S  D E L A N O ,
' M aster o f  the American Ship Elizabeth.

S in , _ S h a d w e l l ,  L o n d o n ,  i O t h  O c t o b e r ,  1821.'
I  feel much pleasure in informing yon that I  found the whole o f the 

P r e s e r v e d  F r e s h  P r o v i s i o n s  received from you on my outward-bound voyage |o 
the W e s t  I n d i e s  in April last, to answer my expectation com pletely; parti* 
cularly the S o u p  and l l o m l l i ,  which I consider as an excellent Fresh Me«s, 
and well adapted for Vessels on long V oyages; indeed, in my opinion, i» 
much better than having all L ive S tock  on board, it taking so small a space of 
room, and is so readily cookcd. I  remain, your humble Servant,

G EO RG E P A R R Y ,
M aster o f  tlie Ship Melantho, from Trinadad.


